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YOU'LL SMILE 
EVERY TIME YOU 
GET YOUR INCOME 


PTL ANNUITY owners are happy people. They know their investment 
is safe and their income guaranteed for life. 

WHAT'S MORE, they know their Annuity helps others, too. They are 
helping take the Word of God to multitudes around the world. 


NO WONDER THEY SMILE. YOU WILL, TOO. 


For information write to: ALFRED A. KUNZ, INTERNATIONAL DIRECTOR 


The Pocket, Testament, League : *7."°"5. 














FLANNELGRAPHS from GENESIS to REVELATION 
Make your talks dynamic, your teaching easier with Story-O- 
Graph Bible characters. REALISTIC, LIFE-LIKE DRAWINGS, 
full COLOR, large size. 

13 colorful hand painted backgrounds 
Vis-U-Fold—Aluminum Telescopic Tripod and fabric board folds 
into compact roll. 

Write for FREE folder and price list to 
STORY-O-GRAPHS P.O. BOX 145M, Dept. T Pasadena, California 























Extol HIS Glorious Birth with 
“Sunshine Cine’’ Christmas Cards 
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Warm friendly greetings 
with choice selections 
from the Bible 


Spread joy and gladness in the true 
spirit of Christmas with the beautiful 
all-new 1960 “SUNSHINE LINE,” 
America’s Favorite Religious Greet- 
ings. 











You’ll find that “just right’”’ assort- 
ment in this wide selection. Biblica] 
or contemporary scenes—exquisite 
multicolor reproductions—spar- 
kling Virko finishes—embossing— 
Hi-Gloss color reproductions—rich 
vellum or fine parchment papers— 
various styles and sizes. Matching 
envelopes with each assortment. 


$1.25 Assortments 
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G8980— “Starlight Silhouettes” 18 cards 

oo G8960—“Christmas Candle-Lite” 18 cards | 

G8970—“‘Joy to the World” 18 cards 

3] | 

= $1.00 Assortments 

3] G8560—“Glad Tidings” 21 cards 

3 G8580—“Blessed Christmas” 21 cards 

3) @8570—“Bit-0-Christmas” 2icards =| 

3| @8540—“Christmas Radiance” 14 cards | 
3) G8590—“Nativity Golden Etchings” 18 cards 

3| G8530—“Portraits of Christmas” 16 cards H 

3) a > nn G8550—“Currier and Ives” 20cards | 

3 full-color circular @8510—“Lustrous Christmas” 21 cards 


Order from your RELIGIOUS BOOKSTORE 


WARNER PRESS 





Anderson 4, Ind. San Jose 6, Calif. 
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European Christian Fellowship 
Tour 


HE popularity of Christian Fellow- 
ship Tours demands one to Europe 

for the spring of 1961. An unusually 
attractive European tour has been ar- 
ranged, leaving New York on the SS. 
Liberte, of the French Line, on May 
1ith and returning to New York on the 
same ship forty-nine days later. The 
tour includes visits to England, Bel- 
gium, Germany, Switzerland, Austria, 
Italy, and France. Comprehensive 
sightseeing tours are included in many 
historic cities in all of these countries. 
The tour party is limited to thirty- 
two. It is therefore necessary to reg- 
ister early to insure accommodation. 
An informative, illustrated itinerary is 
available to those who have interest in 
this travel vacation of a lifetime. The 
tour has been arranged through the 
Travel Bureau of the Philadelphia Na- 
tional Bank. Send your request for the 
itinerary to the tour director, Harry 
J. Jaeger, The Sunday School Times Co., 
325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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Maranatha! 


With this word of hope, “Maranatha,” Paul the Apostle 
brings to an end his first Letter to the church at Corinth. 
Maranatha!—meaning “the Lord is coming,” or “our Lord 
come”—may have been a customary form of greeting or 
password among Christians in the early days of the Church. 
Certainly they lived in an atmosphere of expectancy. The 
Lord—‘‘this same Jesus’—had promised to return. He 
would return, perhaps today. Such a word of salutation 
must have spurred on these believers to live their lives in 
the reality of the Christian’s hope—the Lord’s return. They 
were not so much concerned with what might happen to 
them or to the world in that period of fierce persecution. 
They were ready, waiting for the One who had promised to 
return. “I will come again and receive you unto myself” 
(John 14:3). It would seem to be the desire of God that, 
while none of us knows the day or the hour of His return, 
we are to live out our earthly life with this glorious possi- 
bility always before us, “Jesus may come today.” There 
are those whose interpretation of prophecy robs them not 
of the assurance of the Lord’s return, but of the possibility 
that it could be today. For them other events must take 
place first, so that they do not have any real expectation that 
this illimitable rapture of joy may occur in their lifetime. 
Others postpone this possibility until the world—every tribe, 
people, and nation—is evangelized. Somehow the luster of 
this hope is dimmed by its apparent dependence upon human 


effort. Surely any interpretation of Scripture that places 


a stricture upon the reality that the Lord may come today 
is contrary to the Spirit and intent of the Scripture. Others 
explain away the Christian hope in terms of their philo- 
sophical idealism. Their heart is never moved to tears at 
the thought, “I shall know him by the print of the nails in 
his hands.” ‘To them, Christ comes spiritually at death, just 
as they say He rose from the dead only in spirit and is alive 
Maranatha is a purifying hope, 
cleansing, delivering us from ourselves and this materialistic 


spiritually in our hearts. 


age, enabling us to retain the pilgrim heart, redeeming our 
lives from positive waste, urging us on to tell all men that 
Christ who died for them is coming again—perhaps today. 
Maranatha! This is the heartbeat of the believer as he sits 
at the table of his Lord: “This is my body.” “This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood.” “This do in remembrance 
of me.” “‘As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, 
ye do shew the Lord’s death till he come.” As we keep the 
feast “with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth,” 
we do so in the realization that perhaps it is the last time. 
Tomorrow, even today, we may see Him, be with Him, be 
like Him, and be present at “the Lamb’s great bridal feast 
of bliss and love.” So it is our Lord’s desire that we should 
live on earth with our lamps trimmed and ready, waiting 


for Him as we ask ourselves the question: 


If the Lord my Saviour comes, 

At the dawning, 

In the morning, 

Of a golden summer day, 

Will He find me waiting, watching, 
For His call to come away? 
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Lesson 3.—Trust in God. 
Psalms 91; 121; Matthew 4:5-7. 
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By Mildred 


LTHOUGH “perseverance” is not 
A specifically. named in the Bible 

as an attribute of God, we surely 
should be grateful that it is one of His 
attributes. If it were not, few would 
be saved and even a smaller number 
would enjoy the fellowship with God 
that results from a fully surrendered 
and Spirit-filled life. 

To persevere, according to the dic- 
tionary, is to “continue resolutely in 
any business or enterprise undertaken; 
to pursue steadily any design or course 
commenced; not to give over or aban- 
don what is undertaken.” 

Adam and Eve sinned, but God did 
not give them over to Satan. He 
brought forth the plan of the Godhead 
for a Redeemer. “And I will put en- 
mity between thee and the woman, 
and between thy seed and her seed; it 


H. Corbett 


shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt 
bruise his heel” (Gen. 3:15). Thus 
Adam and his descendants had the op- 
portunity of being sdved through look- 
ing forward to the coming of the One 
who would offer atonement for their 
sins. It is said that any cord or rope 
belonging to the British navy is distin- 
guished by a red strand running 
through it. So the red line of salvation 
runs through all the Old Testament 
from Genesis to Malachi, culminating 
in the Gospel accounts of Christ. 

God called Abram to leave his own 
land for a “land that I will shew thee: 
and I will make of thee a great nation, 
and I will bless thee, and make thy 
name great; and thou shalt be a bless- 
ing” (Gen. 12:1, 2). On the way, Abram 
went “down into Egypt.” . God did 
not desert him, but brought him back 











Comfort for Dark Days 


“I give unto them eternal life; 
and they shall never perish, nei- 
ther shall any man pluck them 
out of my hand. My Father, 
which gave them me, is greater 
than all; and no man is able to 
pluck them out of my Father’s 
hand” (John 10:28, 29). 




















to the right road after the difficulty of 
the detour. God promised Sarah and 
Abraham a son; but they grew weary 
of waiting, and Ishmael was born. The 
descendants of Isaac even today are 
suffering from the results of this de- 
fection of God’s chosen couple. Still 
God persevered with them, and Isaac 
was born. 

But still God was not through with 
Abraham. The boy Isaac became the 
light of his father’s eyes—and evidently 
the idol of his father’s heart. And there 
came the day when God asked of Abra- 
ham the supreme sacrifice of his son. 
With heart almost broken, Abraham 
prepared to offer his son on the altar of 
sacrifice to God. Seeing this, God pro- 
vided a ram for the sacrifice and said 
to Abraham, “Because thou hast done 
this thing, and hast not withheld thy 
son, thine only son: that in blessing I 
will bless thee, and in multiplying I 
will multiply thy seed as the stars of 
the heaven, . . . and in thy seed shall 
all the nations of the earth be blessed; 
because thou hast obeyed my voice” 
(Gen. 22:16-18). 

Moses persistently pleaded his inabil- 
ity to. do that for which God had 
called him, but God persevered and 
made Moses one of the greatest leaders 
of the Old Testament and one of the 
greatest intercessors for God’s people. 
Indeed, when God said that He would 
turn away from the Israelites and make 
of Moses’ descendants a great nation 
instead, Moses said that he would rather 
have his own name blotted out of God’s 
book than that God would turn away 
from His own people. 

God called Jonah to do a missionary 
task, but Jonah would not obey and 
ran away from God. But the Lord 
did not turn away from His erring 
prophet; He allowed him a time of 
testing and then gave him a second 
opportunity to do the task for which 
he had been called. How wonderful 
is our God! 

Many of us have a special affection 
for Peter because we are so much like 
him. Many times Peter failed his Lord 
—in word, in action, in perception of 
the Lord’s mission and task. But the 
Lord.did not give him up, but said, 
“Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath de- 
sired to have you, that he may sift 
you as wheat! But I have prayed for 
thee, that thy faith fail not: and when 
thou art converted, strengthen thy breth- 
ren” (Luke 22:31, 32). Peter even- 
tually became the little rock for which 
Christ had named him. What a loss to 
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Peter and to the Christian Church if 
the Lord had not continued to work in 
the life of Peter until, filled with the 
Holy Spirit, he became usable of God! 

One may wonder through how many 
previous events God had spoken to Saul 
before that great event on the road to 
Damascus. Paul’s life and writings have 
been an inspiration and a comfort to 
Christians and non-Christians these 
nineteen hundred years. Through all 
the difficulties, God worked in the life 
of His devoted servant to bring him to 
the place where he would gladly accept 
the thorn, whatever it may have been, 
because God told him, “My grace is suf- 
ficient for thee.” 

Mrs. Wesley, mother of Charles and 
John, was once asked why she reproved 
one of her children twenty times. She 
answered that she spoke twenty times 
because the child had not obeyed after 
the nineteenth time. Many mothers be- 
fore and since have had similar ex- 
periences. We have often heard that 
“repetition is the mother of learning.” 

One evangelist said that he did not 
count numbers because many things 
might have contributed to bringing a 
person to the acceptance of Christ. 

As we think of the many things in 
our Christian lives for which we are 
grateful, we must not forget to thank 
God for His long-suffering toward us, 
urging us through many circumstances 
and opportunities to believe the Lord 
Jesus Christ and trust Him for our sal- 
vation. Although God is not willing 
that any should perish, it is possible to 
abuse His long-suffering, and thus to 
come to a time when the Spirit will no 
longer strive with the soul for salvation. 
Truly, “now is the accepted time” to 
receive Christ and believe on Him for 
salvation. 

As Christians we should also thank 
God that His Spirit constantly strives 
with us for growth in Christian living 
and closer fellowship with Him. He 
knows that, of ourselves, we cannot 
live a life pleasing to Him, so He yearns 
for our willingness to allow Christ to 
live His life in us. The Christian life 
cannot be a stationary life; we must 
go forward or we will go backward. 
So we must constantly thank God for 
His reproving, chastening hand; for con- 
tinually striving with us that we may 
be conformed to the image of His Son. 

Many of us will remember from our 
catechism days that God has in com- 
plete measure the attributes that He 
has given to us. In like manner, we 
must ask Him to give us the graces 
that are His in perfection. As He has 
been persevering and _ long-suffering 
with us, so must we be with others. 

Perhaps we have prayed many years 
for the salvation of loved ones, and we 
have not seen the answer. Do not be- 
come weary and give up; continue in 
prayer and the answer will come. You 
parents who are praying for your chil- 
dren, be sure that you have done all 
that you can do and then persist in 
prayer for them. “Pray without ceas- 
ing.” 

In praying for the salvation of those 
in other lands, the answer may never 


be known. But we serve a God with 
the name of “the God who answers 
prayer,” and we can safely accept the 
answer from Him, even though we may 
never see the evidence. 

It may be that you have taught a 
Sunday school class for years, and the 
results have been few. But it may be 
also that you are doing the sowing and 
another will reap. Do not give up, but 
be persistent—in prayer, in teaching, in 
speaking to individuals about their 
souls. 

Perhaps you are going through a time 
of trial, and are tempted to be dis- 
heartened. Remember that nothing can 
touch a child of God without His per- 
mission, and just cling to Him. 

How easy it is for pastors and Bible 
teachers to be concerned about results, 
about the lack of growth in the lives 
of those for whom they are responsible. 
But after all, God is so much more in- 
terested in these things than we could 
be, and He will work. 

Some of us are more easily disheart- 
ened about the growth in our own 
Christian lives than about anything 
else. Let us remember that this is 
God’s deep concern, too. “Yet not I, 
but Christ liveth in me: and the life 
which I now live in the flesh I live by 
the faith of the Son of God, who loved 
me, and gave himself for me” (Gal. 
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>Open letters 








Abbreviations in Lesson 
Treatment 


I have before me the lesson for 
June 19. Under “Approach to the 
Lesson,” I find, “The writings of 
James, who presided over the . early 
Jerusalem church (e.g., Jas. 3:12),” 
and farther on, “At creation fruit 
trees were intended to produce after 
their kind (cf. Gen. 1:11).” What do 
these terms signify?—A Washington 
reader. 


The abbreviations “e.g.” and “cf.,” as 
Webster’s Dictionary will show, indi- 
cate, “for example,” and “compare” re- 
spectively. In other words, in giving 
the James 3:12 reference, the lesson 
writer is giving an example from the 
writings of James that he believes indi- 
cates the strong influence that the Lord’s 
use of picturesque illustrations had 
upon His followers. In giving the Gen- 
esis 1:11 reference, he is giving the 
authority for his statement that at 
Creation fruit trees were intended to 
produce after their kind. 


we 


There is nothing, indeed, which God 
will not do for a man who dares to step 
out upon what seems to be the mist; 
though as he puts down his foot he finds 
a rock beneath him.—F. B. Meyer. 
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The Neutral Protestants 


By C. STACEY WOODS 


ary, 1960, issue, devoted some nine 

pages to a description of what it 
called the “Jewish elan,” and nine 
laudatory pages to Cardinal Spellman 
and the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of 
New York City. Protestantism with 
its “vigorous social ethic” received com- 
paratively scant attention. 

The Christian Century, that  bril- 
liantly edited mouthpiece of Liberal 
Protestantism, criticized Fortune for its 
inadequate treatment of the U.S. Prot- 
estant majority. The dialogue that 
ensued is most revealing. 

Both Fortune and The Christian Cen- 
tury seem to agree that it is a fact 
“that many Protestants are something 
less than totally committed to their 
faith. Their attitude might be called 
‘neutral,’ if you like, or, more accu- 
rately, ‘secular.’ The trend to seculari- 
zation that set in on the churches at 
the turn of the century still affects 
Protestants in New York, as elsewhere. 
They are vigorous community leaders 
and chairmen of drives. Inevitably it 
is a Protestant whom Catholic and 
Jewish leaders like to have stand at 
the forefront of civic and interfaith 
movements. But too often the prestige 
and energy of Protestant civic leaders 
are not extended with the same ardor 
to the parish church, which after all 
is the very basis of democratic Prot- 
estantism, and is where the current 
Struggle for survival in the city is 
being fought. As one Protestant clergy- 
man observed to us, “They are con- 
cerned citizens of a secular society, 
but they have divorced themselves from 
the center, from which our culture 
comes.’ ” 


Pics sso. magazine, in its Febru- 


The Heart of the Problem 


Many who recognize the critical state 
of American Protestantism believe for 
the most part this is a problem of 
communication. We need to make bet- 
ter use of the mass media communi- 
cations network. We need improved 
public relations. But is this the heart 
of the problem? Better communication 
is nothing unless it represents the com- 
mon conviction and voice of deeply 
committed people. 

It is this: lack of deep inner con- 
viction and personal commitment that 
gives a facelessness to American Prot- 
estantism today. Burgeoning church 
membership, crowded, prosperous 
churches signify little beyond success- 
ful promotion and the conformity of 
the “organization man.” Who are these 
Protestant church members? Why do 
they attend church? What do they 
Teally believe? 

Visit any average street in American 
Suburbia with its mixture of Roman 
Catholics and Protestants. The average 
Catholic may be ignorant of the Scrip- 


tures, but he is literate up to a point 
concerning the dogma of his church. He 
has some doctrinal conviction: Jesus 
Christ is God; I am a sinner; I need 
forgiveness. Purgatory, hell, Heaven 
are real. The cross is significant. Mary 
is his mediatrix. He believes some- 
thing. 


Protestant Doctrinal Irresolution 


What of the average Protestant? Yes, 
he believes in God. Which God? Who 
is God—Oh, just God! If he is aware 
of some of the doctrinal tenets of his 
professed faith, usually these truths do 
not represent personal conviction. He 
just is not sure. He does not think it 
is important. Go to church. Oh, any 
church you like—any church you feel 
at home in. Do the best you can. Be 
a good neighbor and citizen—“religion 
in general”—nothing in particular. Is 
this a caricature of the majority of 
Protestant church members across the 
nation today, or is this the truth? Rich- 
ard Niebuhr in “The Kingdom of God in 
America” has summed up popular re- 
ligion in the United States! “A God 
without wrath brought men without 
sin into a kingdom without judgment 
through the ministrations of a Christ 
without a cross.” 

All too often this same doctrinal ir- 
resolution and uncertainty is found to 
be typical of great sections of the Prot- 
estant clergy. Many ministers are will- 
ing to subscribe to a creed or statement 
of faith, but are unwilling to define 
what they personally believe by such 
statements. They prefer to be vague, 
indefinite, and to suspend judgment. 
The same words and phrases mean 
different things to different individuals. 
They put their own content and mean- 
ing into the words they use and the 
creeds to which they subscribe. Not 
so with the Bible, which is self-inter- 
preting. 

Then there is the current mood of 
tolerance. To insist that what I be- 
lieve is right and what the other man 
believes is wrong is to be intolerant, 
self-assured, lacking in love. Many fail 
to realize that what the orthodox Chris- 
tian believes is what the Bible asserts. 








Eternal 
By the late Helen Frazee-Bower 


HAT night on lone Golgotha’s hill, 

When shadows settled, dark and 
still, 

Well might the crowd have chattered 
on: 

“The cross remains—the Christ is gone.” 


But we who know the God of grace 
Can look upon that hallowed place 

And know the comfort that sustains: 
The cross is gone—the Christ remains. 


October 1, 1960 (Lesson for October 16) 


Furthermore, “the wisdom that is from 
above is first pure, then peaceable” 
(Jas. 3:17). “Like pastor, like people” 
—and one cannot escape the conviction 
that the neutral Protestant laymen are 
but a product of the neutral Protestant 
pulpit. Where do we find great doc- 
trinal preaching, where great exposi- 
tion of the Scriptures? Biblical doctrine 
alone can produce Christian convic- 
tion. There is much talk about the glory 
of the Protestant ethic, a great con- 
cern over the moral bankruptcy of 
the nation, including church mem- 
bers, but the Protestant ethic today is 
devoid of the sense of divine imperative, 
because it is not the product of right 
doctrine rooted in Scripture, held with 
conviction, but is merely part of the 
great American dream and _ tradition. 
Christian doctrine rightly held inevit- 
ably results in Christian morality and 
Christian ethics. And if there is a 
divorce between theology and ethics, 
it is either because of wrong theology 
or theology wrongly held. 

There has been much lamentation 
and _ self-judgment on the part of 
some “post-Fundamentalists” who have 
judged themselves and their fellows in 
terms of the moral and ethical defi- 
ciencies of American Fundamentalism 
and its lack of love. 


The New Evangelicalism 


There has been much talk, though 
little clear definition, of what is called 
the new evangelicalism that claims to 
have an awakened Protestant con- 
science and restored ethical awareness. 
A good deal of what has been said and 
written is good and true. Perhaps the 
greatest tragedy of many of the self- 
styled new evangelicals or post-Funda- 
mentalists is that in their speaking and 
writing they are not standing within 
American Fundamentalism under the 
judgment of God, but rather they are 
stepping outside American Fundamen- 
talism, apparently feeling more at home 
in a different and less exacting environ- 
ment. 

With all the failure, excess, and aber- 
ration of some American Fundamen- 
talists, this doctrinal position, and 
Fundamentalism as a whole, represents 
that hard core of Biblical conviction 
and determination that, to so great an 
extent, gives character to American Prot- 
estantism. As with the original Fun- 
damentalist position, so today, the Bible 
per se is God’s Word. As with historic 
orthodoxy, so today—the Spirit and the 
Word is the only authority. For the 
most part, these people know what 
they believe. It is true that some Fun- 
damentalists have been unnecessarily 
schismatic and have failed to demon- 
strate Christian love, others have 
insisted that secondary eschatological in- 
terpretations are primary. Some house- 
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cleaning is needed, some repair work 
necessary, but the foundation is sound 
and secure. It is not too much to say 
that today’s Bible-believing Christians 
are the children of the original Fun- 
damentalists and it is they who should 
stand together and make common cause 
in the defense of the historic Gospel. 

Never would we arrogate to ourselves 
the claim that we and we alone hold 
all the truth and that our insights are 
absolute and final. Rather, in humility 
would we acknowledge that we have 
nothing but that which we received. 
But we have received this sacred de- 
posit of God’s inerrant Word, and we 
desire to heed the admonition of Paul 
in Second Timothy 2:2 and to guard 
this sacred deposit. 

To reject or to seek to modify this 
foundation, to leave this fellowship of 
conviction and to join with others who 
build on a broader or less certain foun- 
dation is to build upon sand and to 
begin a drift that in the next generation 
will result in still more Protestant neu- 
tralism. 

The alternatives we face are not a 
sterile Fundamentalism devoid of love 
and of a social conscience, and a free 
fellowship of emancipated souls with a 
renewed Protestant ethic, who love and 
are loved. 

There is no Biblical antithesis be- 
tween an energetic insistence upon his- 
toric Biblical doctrine as the only 
necessary and adequate foundation, and 
works of love. The alternatives are 
these—on the one hand the fellowship 
of those who will not shrink from the 
label of narrow Fundamentalism, real- 
izing that this loyalty to Biblical doc- 
trine carries with it the demand of a 
quickened social conscience and an at- 


2. The Unequal Yoke 


AM fully aware that some mixed 

marriages prove somewhat successful; 
but they are the exception, and not 
the rule; and the few gains do not 
make up for the many losses. The dif- 
ficulties that follow the average mixed 
Marriage may be listed under these 
categories: 

1. Religicn—The Protestant husband 
enters the home of his Roman Catholic 
in-laws, and he feels a complete stranger 
among them. They wil look upon him 
as a stray sheep, since he belongs to a 
“false” religion. It will be very diffi- 
cult for him to adapt himself to the 
new religious. atmosphere. The only 
way for him to live is to keep silent 
on every religious issue, or to lay aside 
his convictions and agree on every 
point. 

When the first baby is born, he is 
confronted with the problem—in what 
church should the baby be baptized? 
It is true that he signed a solemn 
promise, but will he keep it? He bet- 
ter! or his troubles will multiply. No 
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titude of Christian love to all men, and, 
on the other hand, the fellowship of 
those who exhibit an emasculated 
Christian faith, with little doctrinal im- 
perative, that is producing American 
Protestant neutralism today. “By their 
fruits ye shall know them.” Look at 
the face of Protestant America today, 
then look at that small minority of 
true Protestants who still protest 
against untruth, half truth, and com- 
promise and say that the truth after 
all does matter. 

If American Protestantism is to sur- 
vive as a force in this nation, it will 
not survive in an atmosphere of |in- 
determinate syncretism and latitudinar- 
ian ecumenicity that would say that 
we insist too much upon the importance 
of doctrine; that the main thing is that 
we continue the dialogue and get to- 
gether and understand one another. 
Rather American Protestantism will 
survive when Christians will not shrink 
from being called narrow and obscur- 
antist, when the only acceptance they 
desire or the only approval they seek 
is the acceptance and approval of God 
Himself, when, like Luther of old, they 
can say, “Here I stand,” and when, like 
Wesley of old, they can sing trium- 
phantly: 


Jesus the prisoner’s fetters breaks, 
And bruises Satan’s head; 

Power into strengthless souls he speaks, 
And life into the dead. 


His only righteousness I show, 
His saving truth proclaim; 
’Tis all my busivess here below, 
To cry, “Behold the Lamb!” 


Happy, if with my latest breath 
I may but gasp his name; 
Preach him to all, and cry in death, 
“Behold, behold the Lamb!” 


PHILADELPHIA. 


of Mixed Marriage 
By JOSE A. FERNANDEZ, S.T.D. 


matter how strongly he feels, no mat- 
ter how his ancestors fought for the 
faith once delivered unto the saints, he 
must forget all that and have the baby 
baptized in a church in which he does 
not believe. 

That baby grows up; he is of age now 
to be sent to school. Again the ques- 
tion arises, what school? Catholic or 
public? He has no choice, for he has 
promised solemnly to educate his chil- 
dren in the Roman Catholic Church, 
and education means a Catholic school, 
a school and a church in which his 
own child is told that his father’s re- 
ligion is wrong; that there is only one 
true church of Christ, and that one is 
the Holy, Roman, Catholic, Apostolic 
Church. 

Protestant parent, do not be misled 
by thinking that you will impart Bible 
teaching to your Roman _ Catholic- 
trained children, you will not be al- 
lowed to do so. You have relinquished 
your rights and privileges in religious 
matters. Yes, God tells you in Deu- 


teronomy 6:6, 7, “These words, which 
I command thee this day, shall be in 
thine heart, and thou shalt teach them 
diligently unto thy children, and shalt 
talk of them when thou sittest in thiné 
house, and when thou walkest by the 
way, and when thou liest down, and 


when thou risest up.” But you will 
not be allowed to speak to your chil- 
dren on matters of religion. Their text 
is not the Bible, but the catechism. 
You are not qualified to teach religion, 
for you are a “heretic.” Your only 
job is to provide for the temporal needs 
of your wife and children, and support 
by the sweat of your brow the church 
and the institution that condemns your 
religion and has deprived you of your 
freedom. 

2. Insecurity of the Home.—Religious 
differences will lead to quarrels and 
arguments, depriving matrimony of its 
joy, and ending in separation, divorce, 
or annulment. The prenuptial promises 
as drawn up by the Roman Catholic 
Church and signed by both contracting 
parties are binding, and may be en- 
forced by a civil court, in reference to 
the adjudication of the children in a 
marriage where there has been sepa- 
ration, or divorce of Protestant and 
Roman Catholic parents. Recently, 
however, an important element was dis- 
covered in such agreements that makes 
it unenforceable because it is considered 


unconstitutional. In the case of Mc- 
Laughlin vs. McLaughlin, Attorney 
Carey showed that such _ prenuptial 


agreements are null and void, because 
parents have no right to sign away 
inalienable rights of their children. 
Justice Lapham, referee of the New 
York Supreme Court, however, ren- 
dered the following ruling in the sum- 
mer of 1947, in Geneva, N. Y.: 

“A religious contract entered into at 
marriage is a legally enforceable one 

. which in itself should be upheld.” 


This ruling was made in the case of 
a Protestant mother of two small chil- 
dren who had agreed to bring them up 
in the Roman Catholic faith. She be- 
came a Roman Catholic. Later she re- 
gretted her step, left the Roman Catholic 
Church and refused to keep her prom- 
ises. She brought action for separation 
from her husband, which was denied 
her by the Court. The father was in- 
structed by the Court to place the chil- 
dren, when they reach the age of five, 
in a parochial school nearest the 
mother’s home. 

If the Protestant party fails to keep 
the promises, all kinds of pressure will 
be used to bear upon him to force him 
into the fulfillment of the conditions 
contained in the premarriage contract. 
Continued refusal on his part will bring 
the Roman Catholic priest into the pic- 
ture, and a threat of separation, divorce 
or annulment is resorted to in an effort 
to make him abide by his contract. 
One of the greatest crimes that a Prot- 
estant husband or wife can commit, 
in the eyes of the Roman Catholic 
Church, is the refusal to have the chil- 
fren baptized and educated as Ro- 
man Catholics. Marital unfaithfulness, 
drunkenness, gambling, cruelty, and the 
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like, are minor sins, compared with the 
unpardonable crime of disobeying the 
laws of the Roman Catholic Church in 


reference to a mixed marriage. The 
Roman Catholic Church hersélf, so op- 
posed to divorce, will sanction a divorce 
in the case of a Protestant parent refus- 
ing to fulfill the promises made con- 
cerning the baptism and education of 
the children of that marriage. 

As for separation, the commentators 
to the canon law of the Roman Catholic 
Church agree that if the Protestant in- 
sists in educating the children of: the 
mixed marriage in a non-Catholic way, 
the Roman Catholic may leave the 
home, some times without even obtain- 
ing permission from the Ordinary, on 
the ground that such Protestant partner 
is a grave occasion of sin to the Roman 
Catholic. 

But you may say: “Well, I will go 
through the ceremony of signing the 
promises, but I will not keep them.” 
Then, you start your married life with 
a lie in your heart; you are not honest 
with God, your sweetheart, or yourself. 
Moreover, that excuse may be used 
against you; if you did not intend to 
fulfill the marriage contract, you did 
not have the proper intention at the 
time of getting married, and that lack 
of intention may be used in an effort 
to nullify your marriage. 

You will never feel secure in your 
own home as long as you decide to 
follow your religious convictions. 


PERTINENT QUESTIONS 


Question —Will love between husband 
and wife in a mixed marriage be able 
to overcome the barriers erected by 
their religious differences? 

Answer.—Love is powerful and can 
do many things seemingly impossible. 
It surely can obviate many of the ob- 
stacles encountered in the mixed mar- 
riage; but it has to be a mutual love, 
a love that will bring the two lovers 
into a compromise. But, in the mixed 
marriage, love works only in one way 
—to the benefit of the Roman Catholic, 
and to the exclusion of the religious 
convictions of the Protestant. That is 
why, in my opinion, the whole pro- 
cedure is unfair, and un-American. The 
Roman Catholic Church uses the love of 
the Protestant for the Catholic to high 
pressure the Protestant. If the Catholic 
really loved the Protestant mate, the 
one-way street would be forever closed. 
“Marriage and love bless and enrich 
life; but to allow your natural affection 
to be used against you as a lever, in a 
matter of right or wrong, where others 
are involved, is to abuse one of the 
most sacred gifts of God and to invite 
a curse in place of a blessing on the 
union” (“The Evil of Mixed Marriage,” 
by Monica Farrell). 


Question.—Shouldn’t Protestants be 


tolerant? 
Answer.—Yes, indeed; I believe in 
tolerance, but not in indifference. 


Protestants have become so _ tolerant 
that they are indifferent. Tolerance is 
freedom from bigotry. Indifference is 
absence of conviction. We are tolerant 


(Continued on page 763) 
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Malam R. Pam, a Christian chief in the predominantly Muslim Northern Region of 
Nigeria, officially opens the Sudan Interior Mission’s new medical training school 


at Jos. 


ministries of the church in the independent state. 


Missions realize the importance of training national Christians to carry on 


Photo by Niger-Challenge Press. 


Nigeria's Independence 


Challenges the Church 


Africa’s most populous new nation 
is friendly toward the Gospel 


N OCTOBER first the throb of 

talking drums will announce the 
national independence of another 36 
million Africans in this “Africa Year,” 
as Nigeria comes of age. 

This is “the White Man’s Grave” of 
pioneer mission work, on the south coast 
of Africa’s massive western bulge. 

This is the land of the mighty Niger 
River, whose malarial swamps defied 
the explorer and swallowed whole mil- 
itary expeditions. 

This is Nigeria, first conceived 99 
years ago, when the king of Lagos 
signed a treaty with Queen Victoria to 
protect his squalid land from the black 
slavers inland and ‘tthe white slavers 
across the seas. 

Today the bells in the Anglican ca- 
thedral ring out across the once pirate- 
sailed Lagos Lagoon, joining in the joy- 
ous acclamation of independence. And 
across the land, under roofs of thatch 
or rusting tin, many a villager will 
thank God for the Gospel, which 
brought a spiritual emancipation more 
important than even political independ- 
ence. 

“We have risen from the powers of 
darkness, ignorance, and superstition, 
fear and slavery, to the light of the 
Gospel and political democracy and 
freedom,” states an outstanding Niger- 
ian, Sir Francis Akanu Ibiam, P.C., 

K.B.E., M.B., Ch.B., Chairman of the 
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Council of Nigeria’s first University. 
“Here and now we express our deep 
indebtedness to missionary zeal, and to 
the Church by whose service and de- 
votion our country has seen Jesus as 
Saviour.” 

The Gospel came to Sir Francis’s 
people when an Irish Presbyterian mis- 
sionary and five West Indian Christians 
landed in Calabar, Eastern Nigeria, in 
1846. The missionary vision had come 
from freed Christian slaves in King- 
ston, Jamaica. “Our people in Africa 
are still held in the darkness of hea- 
thenism,” they said. ‘“Let’s send some of 
our number to take them the Gospel.” 

The call for missionaries had also 
come from ex-slaves farther west in 
Nigeria. One of them, Samuel Adjai 
Crowther, and an Anglican missionary, 
Rev. J. F. Schon, had accompanied the 
ill-fated British expedition up the Niger 
Delta in 1841. Later Crowther re- 
turned to found the Church Missionary 
Society (Anglican) Niger Mission and 
became the first African bishop. 

Christian ex-slaves returning to Lagos, 
still farther west, called for Methodist 
and Anglican missionaries. The first to 
survive plagues of the coastal rain for- 
ests was a Methodist Anglo-African, 
the Rev. Thomas Birch Freeman, as- 
sisted by a Gold Coast (Ghanaian) 
married couple (1842). The first Bap- 
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Lesson 3 


October 16 





' THE KING JAMES VERSION 
Psa. 121:1 I will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from 


whence cometh my help. 


2 My help cometh from the Lorp, which made heaven and 


earth. 


3 He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: he that keepeth 


thee will not slumber. 


4 Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor 


sleep. 


International Uniform Lesson 





TRUST IN GOD 


Psalms 91; 121; Matthew 4:5-7; printed text, Psalm 121 


Golden Text.—My help cometh from the Lord, which made heaven and earth, 


—Psa. 121:2 


5 The Lorp is thy keeper: the Lorp is thy shade upon thy 


right hand. 
night. 


serve thy soul. 


6 The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the moon by 
7 The Lorp shall preserve thee from all evil: he shall pre- 


8 The Lorp shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in 


from this time forth, and even for evermore. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; 


the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


Approach to the Lesson 


UR lesson passages today under- 
O line the fact that our great God 

is altogether trustworthy. His- 
tory is filled with examples of men 
and women who have proved this. 
Though Satan knows this in theory, it 
is only the true children of faith who 
know it in practice. They can not 
only quote the texts (as did the Devil 
to our Lord—Matt. 4:5-7) but they can 
recount their actual experiences. 

Initial salvation from sin is by trust- 
ing the Lord Jesus alone as Saviour 
and confessing Him as Lord. But this 
is only the beginning of the life of 
faith. Just as the infant must depend 
hour by hour upon the providing care 
of its parents, so the new life in Christ, 
if it would develop and mature, must 
learn to lean on the living God for 
every supply. 

Adam fell and brought disaster upon 
himself and his posterity because he 
disobeyed God and acted independ- 
ent of Him. His children have mani- 
fested this evil characteristic ever since. 
In contrast, however, our Lord was the 
dependent man, whose trustful breath- 
ings permeate the Ninety-first Psalm. 
Satan was quite right in recognizing 
this Psalm as Messianic, for Christ is 
its great theme. Christ’s obedience to 
God and His refusal to take Himself 
out of the position of trustful depend- 
ence marked Him out as the man after 
a new order—even “the second man, is 
the Lord from heaven” (1 Cor. 15:47). 

The tempter to us today cries: “Be 
ambitious. Step out. Be self-reliant!” 
But faith answers, “Preserve me, O 
God: for in thee do I put my trust” 
(Psa. 16:1). 


Verse by Verse ; 

Psa. 121:1—“I will lift up mine eyes 
unto the hills, from whence cometh 
my help.” The A.S.V. (and all other 
dependable versions) makes a most 
important change here, reading, “I will 
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lift up mine eyes unto the mountains: 
From whence shall my help come?” 
The pilgrim of Israel, journeying to- 
ward Zion and the house of the Lord, 
would naturally cast his longing eyes 
toward the capital, for Mount Zion was 
the place of God’s rest, and the source 
of all succor. However, He was not 
yet enthroned there. 

Verse 2—“My help cometh from the 
Lord, which made heaven and earth.” 
Not from Jerusalem’s hills, but from 
Jehovah, the mighty producer of the 
hills—yes, and of the very heavens and 
earth themselves—would aid come. He 
is the infinite source of all power. 

Verse 3.—“He will not suffer thy foot 
to be moved: he that keepeth thee will 
not slumber.” An answering voice 
breaks in here, for the form of address 
changes from the first person (“I” and 
“my”) to the second (“thy” and “thee’’). 
This appears to be an oracular response 
that assures the Psalmist of his se- 
curity. His walk would not be a stum- 
bling or uncertain one. The _ great 
creator-God would make his welfare His 
constant concern. 


Verse 4—“Behold, he that keepeth 
Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep.” 
Not only does Jehovah maintain cre- 
ation (v. 2) and the individual (v. 3) 
but also the nation Israel as well. The 
figure presented here is that of a mother 
who refuses sleep for herself as she 
watches over the object of her love 
during the long, dark night; or like an 
unsleeping sentinel on guard at his 
post. 


Verse 5.—“The Lord is thy keeper: 
the Lord is thy shade upon thy right 
hand.” Notice how David, once a shep- 
herd who “kept his father’s sheep,” em- 
phasizes all through this Psalm the 
word “keep” and “keeper.” This leaves 
no room for doubt as to the matter of 
security, and we hear in this passage 
a suggestion of Christ’s words in John 
17:12, “Those that thou gavest me I 
have kept.” 


Verse 6.—“The sun shall not smite 
thee by day, nor the moon by night.” 


We recall here the great pillar of cloud 
by day and fire by night which not 
only led the marchings of Israel through 
the desert but also served as a protect- 
ing canopy, screening them from the 
injury from the rays of sun or moon 
(Exod. 13:21; Num. 9: 15-18). 

Verse 7.—“The Lord shall preserve 
thee from all evil: he shall preserve thy 
soul.” This statement does not call so 
much for explanation as it does for 
exultation. He “is the Saviour [or pre- 
server] of all men, specially of those 
that believe” (1 Tim. 4:10). His blood- 
bought saints are precious to Him. 

Verse 8—“The Lord shall preserve 
thy going out and thy coming in from 
this time forth, and even for evermore.” 
Not only are our movements for time 
preserved and protected but also our 
movements through eternity. Will there 
be a “going out and ... coming in” in 
eternity? Probably. It is written, “His 
servants shall serve him” (Rev. 22:3), 
and it may well be that we will jour- 
ney throughout the vast reaches of the 
universe. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

A few years ago a Canadian pastor- 
friend of mine was serving in a church 
in a certain Ontario city. The circum- 
stances ‘under which he was serving 
were rather discouraging, and, unfortu- 
nately, he allowed these circumstances 
to bring about a period of spiritual 
despondency. A news item in one of 
the evening papers, however, was used 
of God to restore him, and give him 
the “garment of praise for the spirit 
of heaviness.” 

It seems that the local parks com- 
mission had been ordered to remove 
the trees on a certain street that was 
to be widened. As the foreman and 
his gang of men approached one of 
these trees, it was noticed that on one 
of the lower branches there was a bird’s 
nest on which was perched a mother 
robin. The kindhearted foreman or- 
dered his men to leave that tree until 
a later period, and in the meantime to 
remove the rest of them. On returning 
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to the same spot some days later he 
called for a ladder and mounted it to 
invesigate the nest. He discovered that 
the eggs had been hatched and the nest 
was occupied by four little wide- 
mouthed robins. Again he ordered his 
men to leave the tree, deciding that 
they would wait until the little bird 
family had vacated. 

Some weeks later when he and his 
men returned to finish their job they 
again mounted the ladder to investigate, 
and this time they found that the fam- 
ily had apparently grown and fled. The 
nest was empty. But something built 
into the bottom of the nest caught the 
workman’s eye. It seemed to be a little 
soiled white card, and when he had 
separated it from the mud and sticks 
that had been built around it, he was 
surprised to find that it was a small 
Sunday school ticket. Evidently some 
child had dropped it on the roadside on 
his way home from Sunday school, and 
the mother bird, in building her nest, 
had picked it up in her beak and built 
it into her nest. The foreman was 
surprised and delighted to read the 
words of the text: “We trust in the 
Lord our God!” 

The reading of this delightful and 
true incident was used by the Lord 
to rebuke the pastor for his fretfulness 
and lack of trust in God. If the mighty 
God cared so thoroughly for one of His 
little creatures, how much more was 
He worthy of the full trust of one of 
His own blood-bought children! 

Both the 91st and the 12lst Psalms 
are overflowing with encouragements 
to confide in the great Lord, regardless 
of dark days or stormy weather. The 
90th Psalm presents a contrast with the 
one that follows, for it concerns the 
“first man Adam,” (1 Cor. 15:45) and 
his race, and is occupied with decay 
and death. The 91st is that of the 
“second man,” the Lord Jesus, and is 
filled with life and the breathings of 
joyous trust. But, of course, that which 
marked Him as He walked through this 
world should also mark us, for His God 
is our God also. 


Outline of the Lesson 


1. The profession of the trusting (Psa. 
91:1, 2) 

2. The preservation of the trusting (Psas. 
91:3-16; 121) 

3. The perversion of the tempter (Psa. 
91:11, 12; Matt. 4:5-7) 


Topics for Development 

Satan’s Use of Holy Scripture. Our 
lesson covers the well-known quota- 
tion—or misquotation—of Scripture by 
the Devil to the Lord Jesus. In quot- 
ing from the 91st Psalm (vv. 11, 12) 
in Matthew 4:6 he omitted the three 
Significant words, “in all thy ways.” 
It would seem that he wanted to turn 
our Lord’s thoughts away from the lit- 
tle word “all.” True, most of His ways 
were of trust, but surely it was not 
essential that all should be so! 

However, we think that a deeper 
Subtlety lay in the misapplication of 
the promise. The escort and guard- 
ianship of the angels applied only to 
one who was absolutely trusting and 


October 1, 1960 (Lesson for October 16) 





Last Week’s Lesson 


2. October 9.—The Adoration of 
Ss. Psalm 24; Ephesians 3:14-21 


Next Week’s Lesson 


4. October 23.—Our Need. of God. 
Psalms 19; 42 








depending on God, certainly not to one 
who was acting in self-confidence or 
on presumption. 

It would not have been trust for the 
Saviour to cast Himself down from the 
pinnacle of the Temple, even on the 
strength of the assurance of that prom- 
ise in Psalm 91. It would have been 
presumption. 

Thus we see that the Devil is re- 
ligious and can quote Scripture. He 
began to misquote God back in the 
Garden of Eden. Satan still misapplies 
Scripture today. Witness the many 
cults and isms that distort the Scrip- 
tures. 


Practical Applications 

All male Israelites were obliged to 
make a pilgrimage to Jerusalem three 
times each year (Exod. 23:14-17; Deut. 
16:16), and it is quite probable that 
these fifteen “songs of degrees,” or 
“goings up” (see titles of Psas. 120-134) 
were sung by them on these happy 
journeys. Read in this light they be- 
come freshly significant, and may be 
regarded, therefore, as the pathway of 
the praising pilgrims. 

But for all the males to leave their 
property and their womenfolk every 
few months to undertake such a jour- 
ney would naturally raise some serious 
problems. Who would protect their 
loved ones? Would not the absence of 
all the men leave their homes unde- 
fended, and thus provide a real temp- 
tation to the predatory ambitions of 
their enemies? 

An assuring promise, however, had 
been previously given. Jehovah had 
declared, “Neither shall any man de- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


RIMARILY, who is the trusting one 
of Psalm 91? 

2. In what way did the Devil mis- 
quote this Psalm to Christ? 

3. How did he misapply it? 

4. How does he misapply Scripture 
today? 

5. Why do we not need to trust to 
the hills? 

6. When were the “songs of degrees,” 
or ascents, probably sung? 

7. How could Israel sing in confi- 
dence when their homes were left un- 
guarded? 

8. What assurance in Psalm 121 also 
provided a ground of confidence? 

9. Name some ways in which the 
Lord keeps His children today. 

10. What does Psalm 121:8 suggest 
concerning the Christian’s eternal serv- 
ice? 

(Answers on page 761) 


sire thy land, when thou shalt go up 
to appear before the Lord thy God 
thrice in the year” (Exod. 34:24). He 
would place His restraining hand upon 
their foes. They could, therefore, jour- 
ney to the capital in restful confidence 
and could even sing the Lord’s praises 
on the way! 

The lesson is obvious: If we put 
God’s honor first, He will make Him- 
self responsible for our highest inter- 
ests. “They who trust Him wholly 
find Him wholly true.” 


Golden Text 

Psalm 121:2.—‘My help cometh from 
the Lord, which made heaven and 
earth.” This may not be always im- 
mediately obvious. In fact, He may 
permit us to sink down for a time 
without apparent help. Even a martyr’s 
death will issue in glorious immortality. 
Thus the consummation of resurrection 
glory will confirm the truth of the text. 


WEstT PaLmM BEACH, FLA. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HyMNS 


“O God, Our Help in Ages Past” 
“Will Your Anchor Hold?” 
“Unto the Hills Around” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, the constant guardian of 
our way, we thank Thee for help and 
protection, mercy and provision all the 
days of our life. Strengthen our trust 
in Thee by this choice Psalm and give 
us help in pointing others to Thee in 
their troubles and needs. Make Thy 
Word a blessing to many today and 
send the Gospel light to all people to 
meet their need in such a time as ours. 
Give Thy blessing to hungry and bur- 
dened people and to the sick give fit- 
ting mercies and help. Be with our 
own family and loved ones to guard 
us from all the wiles and power of 
Satan and to establish us in Christian 
faith and life. Direct in the affairs of 
the nations and maintain peace in the 
midst of the hazards of our times. 
Above all, bring us to the day of 
Christ’s victorious reign and meanwhile 
make us His faithful servants, for His 
sake and glory. Amen. 


After the Lesson—In Psalm 121 the 
words, “Whence cometh my help,” are 
a question in the American Standard 
Version. Was the writer looking at the 
hills 2 fear of some invader appear- 
ing? as he looking for some friendly 
ally to arrive? Was he just looking up 
and away from some trying situation 
just at hand? Certainly he felt the 
need of help and the thought flashes 
on him, “My help cometh from the 
Lord.” It always does for people who 


trust and obey Him. We may imagine 
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troubles that might come but never do. 
Always things we fear might come 
upon us should be left with the Lord. 
Quiet your anxiety by saying, “My 
help comes from the Lord, whatever 
lies ahead.” 

But what of real trouble actually 
present? Either God will deliver us 
from it or will keep us in good heart 
and inward peace through it. One 
woman who suffered from cancer went 
through the illness into death with 





GOD OUR KEEPER 
OFTEN FROM TROUBLE 
ALWAYS THROUGH 


wonderful peace. God did not spare 
her the illness nor heal her, but He 
kept her soul through it all and her 
husband later said: “I never saw such 
courage and calmness in the last three 
terrible weeks. We all felt the presence 
of God.” 

This Psalm says “The Lord shall pre- 
serve thee from all evil: he shall pre- 
serve thy soul.” He either guards us 
from trouble that threatens or, if not, 
then He preserves our souls through 
our testing time, keeping us in restful 
trust and inward peace. Trust God’s 
help for all life’s duties and for all its 
tests. He will not fail those who trust 
in Him. 











He cannot fail, for He is God. 

He cannot fail, He pledged His Word. 
He cannot fail, He’ll see you thro’. 
He cannot fail, He’ll answer you. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“IT will lift up mine eyes unto the 
hills . . .” (Psa. 121:1)—The men of 
Israel were commanded to appear be- 
fore the Lord in Jerusalem, three times 
in a year, for the purpose of observing 
“the feast of unleavened bread, and in 
the feast of weeks, and in the feast of 
tabernacles” (Deut. 16:16). The men 
would travel from all sections in Pales- 
tine to that central place of worship. 

Most people enjoy hearing the sing- 
ing of a male chorus. What an im- 
pressive thing it must have been to 
see and hear thousands upon thousands 
of male pilgrims singing this, the sec- 
ond of the fifteen “Songs of degrees”— 
or ascents! (Psas. 120-134.) 

It was possible that ‘as they ap- 
proached mountain-encircled Jerusalem 
and transfixed their gaze on Mount 
Zion, some of the marchers would sing: 
“IT will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, 
from whence cometh my help,” and 
others of them would respond: “My 
help cometh from the Lord, which made 
heaven and earth.” 

Without depriving Israel of her right- 


758 (10) 


ful claim to the interpretation of the 
Psalm, we may make an application of 
it to ourselves; for “all scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is 
profitable . . . for instruction in right- 
eousness” (2 Tim. 3:16). 

As the maker of heaven and earth, 
He will help all His creatures who 
call upon Him in faith. 

Someone has defined faith as “the 
eye which looks away from everybody 
and everything, to the Lord alone.” 

Today, believers look higher than the 
hills, even to Him who has ascended 
“far above all principality, and power, 
and might, and dominion, and every 
name that is named, not only in this 
world but also in that which is to 
come” (Eph. 1:21). 

We looked to Him in the first in- 
stance for salvation (Isa. 45:22), and 
we keep looking to Him for seasonable 
help in every time of need (Heb. 4:16). 

As we run with endurance the race 
that is set before us, we keep looking 
off unto Jesus who is seated “at the 
right hand of the throne of God” (Heb. 
12:1, 2); from whence He will come to 
change our bodies of humiliation that 
they may be fashioned like unto His 
body of glory. 

“. . . he that keepeth thee will not 
slumber .. .” (Psa. 121:3).—Slumber 
has been described as that brief period 
of dozing off before one falls into a 
deep sleep. The slightest noise will 
rouse a slumbering person to conscious- 
ness. The divine Keeper neither slum- 
bers nor sleeps, but is ever wakeful 
and on the alert. 

Sentinels have been shot for sleeping 
at the post of duty. Watchmen have 
been discharged for sleeping when they 
should have been wide awake. Some 
dog owners have disposed of their pets 
because they slept while thieves were 
in their homes. 

Believers are told that it is “high 
time to awake out of sleep: for now is 
our salvation nearer than when we be- 
lieved” (Rom. 13:11). 


“The Lord is thy keeper .. .” (Psa. 
121:5).—The prominent words of the 
psalm are “keep” and “preserve.” This 
causes us to recall the following stanzas 
by William Blane: 


Kept, safely kept; 
4 fears away are swept; 
In weakness to my God I cling, 
Though foes be strong I calmly sing, 
Kept, safely kept. 


Kept by His power; 
Whatever dangers low’r; 
The strength of God’s almighty arm 
Doth shield my soul from every harm, 
Kept by His power. 


“... the Lord is thy shade upon thy 
right hand” (Psa. 121:5).—This would 
doubtless cause the Israelites to recall 
the fact that when their fathers jour- 
neyed from Egypt to the Promised Land, 
they had the pillar of fire for a light 
by night, and a cloud by day (see 
Exod. 13:21, 22). 

The Lord Himself was the answer to 
every phase of their need in every 
stage of their journey. Is there any 
phase of our need in this wilderness 
scene which is not covered by this 
precious promise: “My God shall sup- 


ply all your need according to hig 
riches in glory by Christ Jesus”? (Phil, 
4:19.) 

This verse is often given to mission- 
aries and preachers launching out on a 
life of faith for their glorious Lord. 
Although it is applicable to them, let 
it not be forgotten that it was sent by 
a missionary to Christians who were 
remaining at home in an established 
assembly. It is good for all. 

“The Lord shall preserve thy going 
out and thy coming in from this time 
forth, and even for evermore” (Psa. 
121:8).—His blessed promise: “Go ye 
therefore . .. and, lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world” 
(Matt. 28:19, 20) should assure us of 
His everlasting presence with us. “He 
is worthy to be fully trusted. So let 
us use the inspired doxology of Ephe- 
sians 3:20, 21 as given in the Amplified 
New Testament: 

“Now to Him Who, by [in conse- 
quence of] .. . work within us, is able 
to [carry out His purpose and] do 
superabundantly, far over and above 
all that we [dare] ask or think—in- 
finitely beyond our highest prayers, 
desires, thoughts, hopes or dreams—to 
Him be glory in the church and in 
Christ Jesus throughout all generations, 
for ever and ever. Amen—so be it.” 


Wawona, CALIF. 





Say, Fellows,— 
By W. Wyeth Willard 


AY, fellows, did you ever hear of 

Sir John Gayer, who over three 
hundred years ago was Lord Mayor 
of London? The story goes like this: 
One day, while he was traveling in 
Asia, he became separated from his 
friends, and found himself alone in a 
desert place facing a lion. Can you 
imagine yourself in a similar jam? Evi- 
dently he was unarmed. But, inasmuch 
as he was a Christian, he could call for 
help from one person. So he got down 
on his knees, closed his eyes, and 
prayed to God. Upon opening his eyes, 
the lion had gone. To commemorate 
this event, every year to this day on 
October 16 a sermon is preached in the 
city of London at the church of St. 
Catherine Cree to tell the story of 
God’s care for His servant, Sir John 
Gayer. 

Our lesson subject today is along this 
same line of thought—“Trust in God.” 
Psalms 91 and 121 are referred to as 
well as Matthew 4:5-7. This idea of 
Trust in God is a command of Jesus 
Christ to His followers. “Have faith 
in God” (Mark 11:22). The fathers of 
our nation have placed this command 
of Christ upon our coin, “In God We 
Trust.” 

Just let us think for a moment along 
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these lines: (1) Trust in God. (2) 
Trust in God’s Word. (3) Trust in 
God’s Son. (4) Trust in the future. 

First, fellows, why should we trust 
in God? Because we owe all to the 
Lord “which made heaven and earth.” 
He is not merely an idea or a principle, 
but a person. And as a Heavenly 
Father He cares for His children. “Like 
as a father pitieth his children, so the 
Lord pitieth them that fear him” (Psa. 
103: 13). 

Second, we should trust in God’s 
Word. As Christians, we believe the 
Bible. On the other hand, there are 
millions of people on all continents who 
have an extremely low view of the 
Bible. Take, for example, the Com- 
munists, who now seek to conquer the 
entire world. The dictionary authorized 
by the Russian government has this to 
say of the Bible. “The Bible is a col- 
lection of fantastic legends without any 
scientific support. It is full of dark 
hints, historical mistakes, and contra- 
dictions. It serves as a factor for gain- 
ing power and subjugating the un- 
knowing nations.” We have not time 
nor space to take up this definition of 
the Bible, phrase by phrase, and show 
why it is out of line as to fact and the 
best of Christian thinking. Just let 
us say this: Christians throughout the 
world look upon the Bible as the time- 
tested,. reliable, accurate textbook of 
the Christian faith. Many great scholars 
have testified as to its truth. Today 
it still stands as our “only infallible 
rule of faith and practice.” 

Third, we should have faith in God’s 
Son. Fellows, most of the people in the 
world today still look upon Jesus as 
only a man, and not the divine Son 
of God. These folk have not accepted 
Christ’s deity. Not only the Commu- 
nists but the Mohammedans throughout 
the world look upon Jesus as a human 
being—but not the Son of God. Of 
course, the New Testament clearly 
teaches His deity—the Gospels as well 
as the Epistles. And a merely human 
Jesus could not save anyone, no matter 
how good that person might be. 
What those who deny that Jesus is the 
Son of God and Saviour of the world 
are really saying is this: His birth, His 
life and miracles, His death on the 
cross—all these were unnecessary, since 
man can save himself without any out- 
side help! Fellows, we just cannot 
trust in ourselves and our own right- 
eousness. But we can trust in God’s 
Son. 

Last of all, we should have faith in 
the future. Frankly, some lads do not 
like to look too far ahead because of 
what might happen in the future. They 
fear the draft and military service. 
They fear the possibilities of war. They 
fear the issues and the problems of life. 
Some lads do not like the idea of work- 
ing for a living, when play is much more 
fun. But the Christian says, “With 
God’s help I will do the best I can, and 
let God take care of the future. In 
God I trust.” 


“Him that cometh to me, I will in 
no wise cast out” (John 6:37). 


“All power is given unto me” (Matt. 
28: 18). 

“Lo, I am with you alway” 
28: 20). 

“I will never leave thee, nor forsake 
thee” (Heb. 13:5). 


WALTHAM, Mass. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ODAY we learn No. 3 on our card: 

“What did the Holy Spirit do when 
Jesus was baptized?” “And the Holy 
Ghost descended in a bodily shape like 
a dove upon him” (Luke 3:22). At the 
baptism of the Lord Jesus Christ, God 
the Father spoke from Heaven and God 
the Holy Spirit descended like a dove 
upon Him. 

John 10:27, 28 show how safe we are 
if we belong to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
His hand protects us, and also His 
Father’s hand! Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit are omnipotent, and are perfectly 
united in everything. This means that 
we who trust in Christ are protected 
by the Triune God! 

Let me tell you about two mission- 
aries who found out how real this pro- 
tection is. . These women were in 
Turkey at the time the First World War 
began. Many missionaries left the coun- 
try, but these two did not. Since 
America was not at first involved in the 
war, these missionaries were allowed 
as much liberty as they had had before. 
But after America entered the war, 
the Turks became very unfriendly to 
them. These two missionaries were 
practically prisoners in their own house, 
yet were not allowed to leave the coun- 
try. Because they were the only “en- 
emy aliens” in Turkey at that time, they 
sometimes received private communi- 
cations from America, which it was 
very important that the Turks should 
not see. 

One day such a letter came. Before 
the one it was sent to had finished 
reading it, the other woman called her 
to the kitchen for a minute. When 
she returned to the living room, she 
was horrified to see some Turkish of- 
ficers going through her desk, evidently 
searching for the communication she 
had just received! And the letter they 
were looking for was lying half open 
on the sofa! She dared not enter the 
room to get it. She could only stand 
in the doorway, praying that the Lord 
would prevent their getting it. 

While the officers were still examin- 
ing the desk, trying to discover some 
secret drawer, one of the missionaries’ 
friends came to see them. She was a 
Mohammedan, not a Christian, but was 
grateful for thejr medical help. This 
woman walked over to the sofa and 
sat down on the letter! The mission- 
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ary thanked God, and prayed that the 
woman would sit there till after the 
officers left, and that they would not 
ask her to move. But the men stayed 
on, looking again at every paper in her 
desk, and their visitor kept saying, “I 
can only stay a minute.” Before long 
she got up to go. The missionary 
glanced fearfully at the sofa. That let- 
ter was gone! 

After their friend had departed, the 
Turks exhaustively searched the whole 
house, but finally left, convinced that 
the letter was not there. Shortly after, 
the Turkish lady came back and re- 
turned the letter saying, “I don’t know 
why I took this, but something kept 
telling me to take it with me.” The 
missionaries knew that God had sent 
her. Because she was a good Moham- 
medan, and had only sat on the sofa, 
the Turks never thought of searching 
her! 

Later, when these missionaries re- 
turned to America they told this story 
and added that as long as the war 
lasted, they had read Psalm 91 every 
day, committing themselves and all they 
had to the Lord, and He took care of 
them. 

This morning we will read Psalm 91 
together. As we do this, let us see 
which verses must have been the great- 
est comfort to these missionaries (vv. 
2, 5, 10; 15). F 

Next we will read Psalm 121, another 
Psalm showing the Lord’s protecting 
and preserving care. 

(But sometimes Christians do get hurt 
or killed.) That is true, Shirley. But 
it is not because the Lord’s love or 
power has failed. He lets a Christian 
die when it is time for him to go home 
to Heaven. God never promised that 
His people will not suffer or die, but 
He has promised to be with them al- 
ways, and to protect them from need- 
less suffering. 

Turn to 2 Corinthians 4:17, 18. All 
that Christians suffer here on earth 
will be seen as a “light affliction” when 
they look back on it from Heaven, but 
the glory it brought them will last for 
all eternity! 

We do not know why God sometimes 
protects His people as He did these two 
missionaries and at other times allows 
them to be hurt or killed, but we do 
know that His way is perfect. God’s 
eye is on eternity, but He never al- 
lows His people to suffer anything in 
this world, except what will bring them 
eternal glory. Psalm 121 says, “The 
Lord shall preserve thee from all evil: 


he shall preserve thy soul.” It tells 
us He never sleeps. He continually 
watches and cares for us. Let us trust 


Him, fearing nothing. 
FERNDALE, WASH. 


ve 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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“I have found the 
Pilgrim Bible most helpful... 


the cross-references invite the com- 
parison proper for interpreting Scrip- 
ture by Scripture. This combination of 
scholarship and simplicity and faith in 
the Word is most refreshing.” 


—PIERSON CURTIS, Master, 
The Stony Brook School, Stony Brook, N. Y. 


The Pilgrim Bible ex- 
. plains God's Word while 
» you read. All notes, helps, 
etc. are presented with 
utmost simplicity and ap- 
pear on the same page 
with the verse to which 
they refer. Dr. E. Schuyler 
English and 37 contrib- 
utors produced this an- 
notated edition of the 
AUTHORIZED KING JAMES 
VERSION. In various bind- 
ings from $5.50, at your 
bookseller. Oxford Univer- 
sity Press, 16-00 Pollitt 
Drive, Fair Lawn, N. J. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


We Can Trust God 
(Psa. 121) 
SE Psalm 24 in the worship period 
of the Sunday school. 

Recall any experience when the class 
members have traveled a long distance 
by car or bus, or taken a long hike. 
How did they help the time to pass 
and forget they were tired? Did they 
sing songs? Back in Bible times the 
people from the country and distant 
towns hiked to Jerusalem once or three 
times a year to worship and feast, to 
pray and praise the Lord. It would be 
a two- or three-day hike for many peo- 
ple. (Show a flannelgraph scene of 
people traveling through country en- 
vironment of trees, birds, wild animals, 
and the like.) But how good to have 
this change from the farm work! To 
talk with neighbors and friends and 
cousins! To think about the Lord and 
His great glory and goodness! To sing 
together the inspiring songs of their 
faith! Perhaps as they tramped the 
long miles through the country, past 
fields of growing things, along wooded 
hillsides, and caught glimpses of shy 
animals and bright birds, they sang the 
many verses of Psalm (or Song) 104, 
which they knew by heart. Perhaps 
the men started each verse, and the 
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women and _ children’ echoed the 
thought, and all joined in on “O Lord, 
how manifold are thy works! in wis- 
dom hast thou made them all” (Psa, 
104: 24. 

Perhaps you would like to put on 
headdresses and pretend you are march- 
ing Jerusalem pilgrims. (Can you find 
enough squares or scarves preferably 
plain colored or white? For girls pull 
a straight edge of the cloth across the 
forehead and pin the corners at the 
back of the neck under the folds of the 
rest of the material. Or the cloth may 
be anchored by bobby pins, and the 
corners left loose. For boys fold the 
cloth on a diagonal, and secure by 
heavy string or cord passed around the 
crown several times and tied with long 
ends hanging down. Twist scarves 
around the head to make turbans. Ob- 
serve pictures of native costume in 
Bible stories or in the National Geo- 
graphic Magazine. If there is room to 
march, appoint a responsible child to 
lead, and have the verses we studied 
in an earlier lesson read as the chil- 
dren march.) 

Now the pilgrims rest for a_ bit. 
(Children sit.) Excitement gets greater 
as they reach the hills of Judea. Every 
eye searches for the first sight of that 
special hill, the hill of the Lord, where 
stands the magnificent marble and gold 
Temple that holds the ark of the Lord 
where God is. (Scene of city on top of 
hill. Or show the National Geographic 
Magazine, Dec., 1956, pp. 708, 709.) Peo- 
ple will find the Lord there in a special 
way to answer their prayers. But will 
He keep them safe on the way? Sup- 
pose a foot goes lame from so much 
walking? Will the hot sun give them 
sunstroke? Wild animals may attack 
as they sleep in the open at night. 

Then someone starts a song of trust 
in God—Song 121 in our Psalm song- 
book. Perhaps he sings the first two 
verses. George, will you be he? Then 
someone answers him with verse 3, and 
the whole crowd repeats that thought 
with verse 4. Someone else brings in 
a new idea on the Lord’s protection in 
verse 5, and the people repeat it in 
verse 6. And so on with verses 7 and 8. 
So precious is this last verse to the 
Jews, even to this day, that when they 
leave or enter their home, they repeat 
this promise. (After appointing the 
voices for the solo parts, the class may 
again march as they read this Psalm. 
Verse 2 is the Memory Verse, but chal- 
lenge the class to memorize the whole 
Psalm.) 

Do you trust the Lord, too? Can 
you add a verse to include God’s pro- 
tection for your fears? 


ORONO, MAINE. 


bd 


God does not make pets of His peo- 
ple, and especially of those whom He 
woos and wins into close fellowship 
with Himself, and fits and crowns for 
great and high service. His greatest 
servants have often been the greatest 
sufferers.—Samuel Logan Brengle. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


HEN God’s people used to go once 

W cach year to the city of Jerusalem 
to worship God, they sang songs as 
they traveled. The songs have been 
kept for us in our Bibles (Psa. 120-134). 
In today’s lesson, we will study one 
of the Psalm-songs. 

On their way to Jerusalem, the trav- 
elers looked up to the mountain toward 
which they traveled. Atop the moun- 
tain was the house of God where they 
would worship. As they looked up to 
the mountain, they realized that it was 
not the mountain that could help them. 
(The American Standard Version cor- 
rectly renders these verses: “I will lift 
up mine eyes unto the mountains: 
From whence shall my help come? My 
help cometh from Jehovah.”) Their 
help comes from a person—the Lord 
God Himself, the one who made Heaven 
and earth. So they sang of Him. 

The travelers sang, also, of the watch- 
fulness of their God. If they should 
slip as they climbed the mountain, they 
might be killed instantly. So they sang 
that God would not allow their feet to 
slide. He would keep them safe 
whether they traveled in daytime or at 
nighttime, for He never goes to sleep. 

In this Psalm-song the worshipers 
sang of the confidence they had in their 
God. “The Lord is thy Keeper: the 
Lord is thy shade.” As they traveled, 
the hot sun beat down on their heads. 
Some perhaps became quite sunburned, 
as you might have at the seashore last 
summer. How glad they were to think 
and to sing of the way their God pro- 
tected them even in difficulties. Whether 
it is daytime or nighttime, God pro- 
tects His own. 

The worshipers sang, too, the truth 
that their God keeps them from all 
kinds of evil. He keeps the soul—the 
heart-house—of each of His own. And 
He keeps them forevermore. No won- 
der they sang! You should sing as you 
Tealize that you belong to this same 
God—if you do belong to Him. Do 
you? I hope you do. 

Among Us Teachers: This is a Psalm 
that your Primaries could easily com- 
mit to memory. It is one that they will 
appreciate their whole lives through. 
To simplify the learning process, a few 
pictures on the flannelboard will help. 
For example, we suggest: 

Verse 1—A pair of eyes looking up- 
ward; a picture of mountains; a ques- 


’ tion mark. 


Verse 2—A circle (to represent the 
Lord—as a circle has no beginning or 
ending, neither does the Lord have be- 
ginning or ending); sky picture 
(Heaven); globe or a landscape (earth). 

Verse 3.—Circles (for “He”—meaning 
Lord) ; foot; sleeping eyes. 





Verse 4.—Circle; sleeping eyes. 
Verse 5.—Circles (for Jehovah); 
printed words: keeper, shade, right 
hand. 

Verse 6.—Sun; moon. 

Verse 7—Circle; black heart (all 
evil). 

Verse 8—Circle; calendar (for ever- 
more). 

These are merely suggestions. You 
will doubtless have most of these il- 
lustrations in your files. (You do keep 
a picture file, don’t you? You should, 
you know.) 

Using motions to go along with each 
verse will also help the children to 
learn it more easily. In verses 5, 7, and 
8 where the thought is of the Lord 
keeping us, have the children make a 
fist with their left hand and cover it 
around with the right hand. For “pre- 
serve thy soul” in verse 7, put the 
right hand over the heart. You will 
be surprised at how many ideas you 
will have (if you ask the Lord for 
them). 

MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 757) 


1. The man, Christ Jesus. 

2. He omitted the words, “in all thy 
ways.” 

3. By tempting the Lord to act in- 
dependent of God and to deliberately 
put His Word to the test. 

4. By often applying to unbelievers 
what only belongs to true Christians. 

5. Because we can trust in the God 
who made the hills. 

6. When the pilgrims journeyed to 
the house of the Lord in Jerusalem. 

7. They could trust the promise of 
Exodus 34: 24. 

8. Any of the promises of verses 2 
to 8. 

9. He preserves them physically 
(Heb. 1:14) and spiritually (Heb. 7:25). 

10. It suggests that in eternity we 
will engage in activities that involve 
service to God. 





The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1961 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 


God Heard Her Scraping.—My help 
cometh from the Lord, which made 
heaven and earth (Psa. 121:2, Golden 
Text). There is an authentic incident 
related of a widowed Christian woman 
who lived in Scotland years ago. Left 
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ITS A LONG TIME 


In October, 1894, the Lord 
used a converted rabbi, Leopold 
Cohn, to establish the work 
which is now the American 
Board of Missions to the Jews, 
Inc. God has prospered and 
blessed this work. 


Sixty-six years is a long time— 
over two generations. Without 
blare of trumpets, this work has 
faithfully gone about the King’s 
business and has tried constantly 
to bear witness to the truth. Our 
witness has been twofold: first, 
to the Jew with the message of 
salvation through the shed blood 
of the Lamb of God; and second, 
to the church with an earnest 
plea that the Jew shall be re- 
stored to the place which God 
assigned to him in His divinely 
appointed missionary program. 
The Lord has honored and 
blessed both of these testimonies, 
and it has been our delight to 
know that we are doing His will. 


We say all of this not boast- 
fully, but in humble gratitude to 
the Lord who has put us here and 
cared for us through the years. 
“Hitherto hath the Lord helped 
us.” 

The Chosen People is sent to 
all who are led by the Lord to 


contribute to this important work. 





American Board of Missions ———- 
to the Jews, Inc. 
236 West 72nd Street, Dept. 6 
New York 23, N. Y. 





Canadian Office: 
39 King William St., Hamilton, Ont., Canada 


I do want to help the Jews. Here is $____.. 
Use it as God directs, to make known the 
— power of the Lord Jesus Christ to 
srael. 


Name 





Address 





a ee 








TE ROC NE 





(13) 761 


Get MORE from your BIBLE 


with BROOKS’ 


IBLE WORK 
BOOKS 


This famous series by Dr. Keith 
. Brooks follows the question- 
answer method: references are 
given—you make your own de- 
ductions. Start with— 
Basic Bible Work 30¢ 
Bible Principles of Prayer 30¢ 
Christian Character Course 30¢ 
2 Creation Studies—Gen. 1-2 35¢ 
Dr. Brook These and more advance 
courses obtainable from your dealer or direct. 


Book bulletin and literature FREE 


AMERIGAN PROPHETIC LEAGUE, INC., P22" Xncctes a1 


ey Los Angeles 41 








Looking for a Coeducational 
CHRISTIAN HIGH SCHOOL 


WHERE CHRIST IS FIRST?— 
Investigate 
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Recast - CaC emy 
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SHARK RIvER HILLs 


NEPTUNE, NEW JERSEY 
Box 65 


Attention Dr. John J. McCall 
Distinctive Christian Education 














NATIVE WORKERS SEEK AID 


Hold up the hands of Uruguayan ff 
Nationals spreading the Gospel | 
where greatly needed. Bible Coach 
canvasses 250 towns and villages 
house to house with Gospel of John. 
1,000 enrolled in correspondence 
Bible courses. Help with your prayers 
and gifts to complete much needed 
church in capital city. 
REACHING MULTITUDES 

By open-air meetings, radio, child 
evangelism, prison work, tract distribution and 
personal witnessing. Indigenous churches and First 
Bible School in Uruguay established. These devoted 
native workers merit the support of your prayers 
and gifts. 





Rev. F. V. Dabold 
Founder-Director 


Write for FREE news letter today 


EVANGELICAL MISSION TO URUGUAY, INC. 
P. O. Box 1124-T, Fort Pierce, Florida 





In the TIMES now in its 102nd Year, 
advertisers find an influential group of 
readers, and readers find a helpful group 
of dependable advertisements. 





with several dependent “bairns,” she 
was at length reduced to great straits, 
and in order to feed and clothe her lit- 
tle household was obliged to practice the 
strictest economy. Yet withal, her heart 
was fixed upon the Lord, and both by 
precept and practice she taught the les- 
son of trust and confidence to her chil- 
dren. 

But there came a day when the purse 
was flat and the cupboard bare. In 
the meal-barrel there was only left a 
handful of flour; and, like the widow 
of Zarephath, she went to get it to make 
a morsel of food to satisfy the craving 
of the hungry little ones, knowing not 
where the next would come from. As 
she bent over the barrel, scraping up 
the last of the flour, her heart for a 
moment gave way, and in a paroxysm 


| of doubt the hot tears began to fall, 
| and she felt as one utterly forsaken. 


Hearing her sobs, her little boy Robbie 
drew near to comfort. Plucking at her 
dress till he attracted her attention, 
he looked up into her face with won- 
der, and asked, in his quaint Scottish 
dialect, “Mither, what are ye greetin’ 
(weeping) aboot? Dinna God hear ye 
scrapin’ o’ the bottom o’ the barrel, 


| Mither?” 





In a moment her failing faith reas- 
serted itself. Ah, yes, God did hear. 
All else might be gone, but He re- 
mained, and His Word declared her 
every need should be supplied. And 
so it was; for help was provided from 
a most unexpected source when the 
last of what she had was gone——From 
H. A. Ironside. Sent by Mrs. Clarence 
Jones, Otego, N. Y. Prize illustration. 


A Sleepy Shepherd’s .Troubles.—He 
that keepeth thee will.not slumber (Psa. 
121:3). When the shepherd near Jeru- 
salem woke, he found that some Turk 
soldiers were driving away some of his 
sheep. He was alone and could not 
regain his sheep, but. suddenly an idea 
came to him. He waited till the sol- 
diers were going through a gully and 
up the next steep hill. Then he put his 
hands to his mouth and gave out the 
same kind of call he used each morn- 
ing when he led his sheep out. The 
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THE Songs Everybody Loves serits 


64 pages of solo, duet, trio, quartet, and group arrangements in each book. 





Volume 1 Includes: 


My God Is Real 
Let Me Be Worthy 
The Holy City 

Is He Satisfied? 
Peace in the Valley 
It Took a Miracle 


in His Hands 
O Holy Night 


“Well Done” 


Volume 2 Includes: 
He’s Got the Whole World 


Beside the Still Waters 
Precious Lord, Take My Hand 
He’ll Understand and Say 


The Saviour Can Solve 


Volume 3 Includes: 


Have Faith in God 

If I Gained the World 

Jesus, Fairest of Ten Thousand 
It’s in My Heart 

Nothing Between 

Wounded for Me 


Every Problem 


6 x9 _ Paper, each, 60c 6 x9 


ORDER FROM 





YOUR 
tele) €13053 mie): 


762 (14) 


Paper, each, 60c 


6 x9 _ Paper, each, 60¢ 


ZONDERVAN PUBLISHING HOUSE 





GRAND RAPIDS 6, MICHIGAN 





sheep turned and rushed down that hil]. 
side and up the other before the sol. 
diers could stop them. Then the shep. 
herd quickly led them to a hiding place 
The Lord is our Shepherd. His sheep 
hear His voice—but our Shepherd never 
sleeps—From an old calendar. Sent 
by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans, 


A Lesson From a Bird.—Behold, he 
that keepeth Israel shall neither slum- 
ber nor sleep (Psa. 121:4). Once when 
Martin Luther felt very despondent he 
heard a bird singing its evening song, 
Then he saw it tuck its head under its 
wing and go to sleep. He remarked: 
“This little bird has had its supper, 
and now it is getting ready to go to 
sleep, quite content, never troubling 
itself as to what its food will be, or 
where it will lodge on the morrow, 
Like David, it abides under the shadow 
of the Almighty. It sits on its little 
twig content and lets God care.”—From 
Moody Monthly. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Resting on Him.—The Lord is thy 
keeper (Psa. 121:5). A poor woman, 
who was blind, had suffered terribly 
upon a bed of sickness and pain. “You 
seem to be in unusual pain today,” said 
her minister one afternoon. Her an- 
swer was amazing. “I once heard Pax- 
ton Hood preach, sir. He told us in his 
sermon of a visit to a friend who was 
dying, and when he asked him how he 
was, the answer came: ‘My head is 
resting very sweetly on three pillows— 
infinite power, infinite love, and infinite 
wisdom.’ And my poor head,” she said, 
“is on those same pillows now, so that 
my heart is at rest. I go to God for 
comfort, and He never disappoints me. 
‘As thy day is, so shall thy strength 
be.’”—From Linton Romaine, in the 
Sunday at Home. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Southport, Eng. 


Help in a Storm.—The sun shall not 
smite thee by day, nor the moon by 
night (Psa. 121:6). The Christian’s help 
always comes from the Lord. He sends 
it in various ways, but most often by 
sending one of His servants with it. 
In a recent London City Mission mag- 
azine is the following example: When 
a severe storm was breaking over East 
London during late August, a mission- 
ary was making his personal visits. 
He knocked at the door of a _ house 
occupied by three widows, just as the 
rain began to fall. He was admitted 
hurriedly. The lightning flashed across 
the sky and lit up their rooms. Thunder 
rolled and crashed. The widows were 
terrified. Water poured into their base- 
ment rooms where stood the mission- 
ary, his coat off, bailing out pails and 
pails of water. 

“Wasn’t God good to send your mis- 
sionary to us,’ runs a message from 
one of the occupants, “just when we 
were helpless?”—Sent by Elisabeth Ed- 
munds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Where Would You Be?—The Lord 
shall preserve thee from all evil: he 
shall preserve thy soul (Psa. 121:7). 
A man who had just received Christ 
as his Saviour said to me, “Pastor, I'm 
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a tower man (that is, a switchman) just 
outside the City of Chicago where all 
the railroads come in from east, west, 
and south. I came down out of my 
tower the other day and was crossing 
the tracks, watching, of course, for the 
many trains that are coming and going. 

“I saw a train bearing down upon 
me and I stepped out of its way—I 
had plenty of time—stepped onto an- 
other track. But the noise of the on- 
coming train drowned out the noise of 
another train that was coming on the 
track upon which I had just stepped, 
and it was right on top of me. I saw 
it out of the corner of my eye and 
didn’t have time really to step out of 
the way—I had to throw myself off that 
track and roll down a little embank- 
ment, and just reached the bottom 
when, with a terrible shriek (for the 
engineer had seen me), the driving 
wheels of that train went crashing by 
me, and some voice within me seemed 
to say, ‘If those wheels were passing 
over you, where would you be?’” 

“I knew I wouldn’t be in heaven for 
I wasn’t saved. I hadn’t yielded to Jesus 
Christ. And I then and there resolved 
that at the first opportunity I would 
accept the Lord and be saved.”—From a 
sermon by William Ward Ayer. Sent 
by Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


My Business Is to Live.—The Lord 
shall preserve thy going out and thy 
coming in... even for evermore (Psa. 
121:8). At a private meeting of friends 
on one occasion, George Whitefield, after 
referring to the difficulties attending 
the Gospel ministry, said that he was 
weary of the burdens of the day, and 
was glad that in a short time his work 
would be done, and he should depart to 
be with Christ. All present owned to 
having the same feeling, with the ex- 
ception of Mr. Tennant. On seeing this, 
Mr. Whitefield, tapping him on the 
knees, said, “Well, Brother Tennant, you 
are the oldest man among us; do you 
not rejoice to think that your time is 
so near at hand when you will be 
called home?” Mr. Tennant replied 
that he had no wish about it. Being 
pressed for something more definite, he 
added: “I have nothing to do with 
death. My business is to live as long 
as I can, and as well as I can, and serve 
my Master as faithfully as I can, until 
He shall think proper to call me Home.” 
—From The Sunday School Times. Sent 
by Albert Mygatt, Blue Springs, Nebr. 
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The Unequal Yoke 
(Continued from page 755) 


of our Roman Catholic friends, but we 
Should not be devoid of strong religious 
convictions. 

Question—What must I do to pre- 
vent my marriage to a Roman Catholic 
girl? 

Answer.—First, do not date Roman 
Catholic girls. If you do, let your girl 
friend know that you are a Protestant 
and that you do not intend to compro- 
mise your religion. If you are engaged 


to her, break the engagement, unless 
she agrees to dispense with the instruc- 
tions and promises. 

Question—“My son who went to Sun- 
day school all his life, and never missed 
church on Sunday, will marry a Roman 
Catholic girl, turning Roman Catholic 
himself before the wedding. What can 
I do?” 

Answer.—Nothing, except pray. Per- 
haps you were remiss in watching over 
his company during the formative 
years of his life; perhaps he was faith- 
ful to the church, but not to Christ. 
Most probably he was not born again. 
You are hurt and rightly so. My ad- 
vice to you and to parents who find 
themselves in similar circumstances is, 
keep on loving your children who may 
marry Roman Catholics ‘and who may 
even join the Roman Catholic Church. 
You may win them back through love 
and prayer; you may lose them forever 
through hatred. “The fruit of the Spirit 


is love, . . . longsuffering, gentleness, 
goodness, faith * (Gal. 5:22, 2). 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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Shall a Roman Catholic 
Be President? 


UMEROUS requests from readers 

have urged THE SunpDAY SCHOOL 
Times to reprint the article, “Shall a 
Roman Catholic Be President?” by J. 
B. Rowell, Th.D., which appeared in 
the February 6, 1960, issue. 

The Times is. glad to remind readers 
that reprints are still available postpaid 
at 25 cents a dozen, $1.50 a hundred, $6 
for five hundred, or $10 a thousand. 
They are on a single sheet with ample 
room on the reverse side for your 
church or Sunday school or organi- 
zation imprint. The modest cost makes 
possible a wide distribution. 

Address The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 North 13th St., Phila- 
delphia 5, and ask for the Rowell re- 
print. 
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Nigeria’s Independence 
(Continued from page 755) 


tist station was planted in 1852 by the 
Rev. Thomas J. Bowen. 

In 1886 another “call from Macedonia” 
reached a missionary training center in 
London (Harley College) from a fishing 
village on the Qua Iboe River, resulting 
in the formation of an independent mis- 
sion by that name. 

“If the pioneer missionaries were in- 
vited and warmly welcomed, this de- 
tracts nothing from the heroism of their 
early struggles,” writes Nigerian pro- 
fessor of history K. Onwuka Dike (Dee- 
Kay). 

“Their hosts had other motives for 
inviting them than the love of God. 
The Calabar chiefs wished to ‘learn 
book,’ to have new techniques intro- 
duced, and to gain prestige among the 
hinterland tribes for having white men 
live among them. Rulers were often 
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Source Book for Teachers 


THE WAY IT WAS 
IN BIBLE TIMES 
by Merrill T. Gilbertson 

How people of Bible times made @ 
living, what they wore, equipment 
used in daily life. Excellent refere 
ence book for little-known facts.. 
34-9 


142 pages. 





Ideal Visual Aids 


FLAN-O-GRAF SERIES 


Large, colorful, boldly drawn 
cutouts; sturdy paper with alle 
over suede backing. 8 sets on 
N.T., 4 on 0.T. Teachers manual 
with each set; story outlines, 
layout sketches. 

Complete set, $15.00; 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL 
CHRISTMAS PROGRAMS 


God’s Gift— How and why God 
prepared His great Christmas 
gift. Song, narration, simple 
drama. 10¢ each; $1.00 dozen, 
$7.50 hundred. 

Around The yy 
plans, carols, readings, poetry, 
playlets for kindergarten and 
primary. 35¢ each, 4 for $1.00. 





FAMILY BIBLE 
STORY BOOKS 


Two Volumes. Written In today’s 
language for 10 years old, up. 
Large clean type, nearly 300. 
Hlustrations, several full color 
pages. Study maps, charts, 
diagrams. 


196 pages each, oy lad each. 
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THE SEVENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 


MID-AMERICA KESWICK 


MOODY CHURCH, CHICAGO OCTOBER 8-16, 1960 


for further information write: 
REV. ALAN REDPATH, CHAIRMAN 
MID-AMERICA KESWICK CONVENTION 
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BIBLE LANDS . . in Beautiful Color 


FREE—with each slide set or filmstrip 
—MANUAL giving descriptions and 
BIBLE quotations. 


SLIDES—12 series 2” x 2” 
(400 slides). Also 400 sup- 


aa plementary slides. Pictures Filmstrips Slides 

The Life of Our Lord 53 $7.00 $13.00 

. . The 23rd Psalm 14 3.50 3.50 

; FILMSTRIPS—7 series 35 mm. Bible Prophecies 30 3.00 750 

i isti Blue Galilee 13 3.00 3.25 

: Write a large gone ~~ over 800 Salastine Flowers 13 3.00 3.75 
ites and scenes of Bible lands. Petra - & 

; wa 2 Geooraphy of Palestine 50 6.50 12.50 
ethlehem Juda . 

i Ruth the Moabitess 35 8.75 

1 THE MATSON PHOTO SERVICE ans 35 8.75 

' 1282-T So. Highland Ave. Progress in Palestine 100 25.00 

5 Los Angeles 19, Calif. Life of Jesus (Paintings) 49 12.25 
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KNOW THE BIBLE BETTER 


-+ Tightly dividing 
the word of truth. 
2 TIMOTHY 2:15 
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Tune in each Sunday over 
ABC AND MUTUAL NETWORKS 


Write today for your FREE radio log 
P.O. Box 22, Grand Rapids, Mich. 


RADIO BIBLE CLASS PROGRAM 
“Come Back and Teach Us More” 


Pablo, a Campa Indian, was hungry for the Word of God. One of our 
missionaries and four Campa believers hiked overgrown trails to reach 
jungle Indians. Hearts were wrung to realize that it might be a year or 
more before another visit could be made. A two weeks trek reached almost 
200 Campa Indians and 163 of them heard the Gospel message in 22 
meetings. 


REACHING JUNGLE AREAS 


It is a gratifying privilege to an ony ene ied 
A receptive souls in remote areas. elp us reach the 
Compe tndien, Pore Amazon Tribes in South America. Your prayers and aid 
can bring them saving knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ, Founded in 1914, 
the SAIM now has over 110 missionaries, 29 main stations, Bible Institutes in 
Bolivia, Brazil and Peru, 20 Gospel Day Schools, new stations and schools 
being opened as the Lord leads. 
FREE BOOKLET Write for interesting monthly bulletin ‘‘Amazon Valley Indian,’’ gladly 
sert on request 


SOUTH AMERICA INDIAN MISSION, INC. 





RICHARD DE HAAN 
Associate Teacher 















1404 FORSYTHE ST. Chavante Indian, 
WEST PALM BEACH. FLA. Brazil 
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unwilling to allow an extension of the 
good work to other peoples they con- 
sidered enemies. 

“The missionary records tell the story 
of an uphill struggle against human 
sacrifice, trial by ordeal, twin murder, 
and the unfair treatment of widows.” 

Early missionaries constantly heard 
reports of proud Muslim horsemen and 
pagan hunters farther north, where the 
forests ended and grass plains stretched 
toward Saharan dust. Slaves told of 
villages pillaged, their women carried 
off, and their men sold to south-bound 
slavers. 

“White men don’t go north and live,” 
the people warned. Back in North 
America three young men heard of this 
unreached “Central Sudan.” Finding 
their own mission boards (Baptist, Pres- 
byterian, Salvationist) were too heavily 


- committed elsewhere to enter the new 


area, they formed the Sudan Interior 
Mission and set off for Lagos. 

Death claimed two of them shortly 
after their arrival in 1893. The sur- 
vivor, Rowland V. Bingham, later re- 
turned with other volunteers, and in 
1901 the first Sudan Interior Mission 
station was opened on the banks of the 
steaming Niger in the formidable north. 
In the years to come _ missionaries 
pushed into remote pagan and Muslim 
areas of Nigeria’s northern region. 

Paying tribute to this difficult task in 
the face of discouragement from even 
the British Administration, Professor 
Dike comments: “The Sudan Interior 
Mission, the Sudan United Mission, and 
the Church of the Brethren have, over 
the years, broken down suspicion of 
Christian missions.” 

An indication of how much the early 
prejudice has been overcome was given 
earlier this year by Alhaji Sir Abubakar 
Tafawa Balewa, the Federal Prime Min- 
ister (a Muslim), during his speech on 
the Motion for Independence. 

“We are grateful to the missionaries 
who have done so much to assist in 
the development of Nigeria,” stated Sir 
Abubakar. 

And the man who is in line to be- 
come spiritual head of all West Africa’s 
Muslims, Alhaji Sir Ahmadu Bello, 
Premier of Northern Nigeria, made a 
special visit to the Sudan Interior Mis- 
sion headquarters to tell mission and 
national church leaders, “I wish to pay 
tribute to your work.” 

“I know it is often carried out under 
difficult conditions and _ with little 
worldly reward,” he continued. “I am 
pleased that relations between govern- 
ment and missions have generally been 
friendly. We wish to allow all men to 
practice their religions as they wish.” 

Assurances like this have helped to 
offset initial fears that independence 
would see national Christians steam- 
rollered by the preponderance of Mus- 
lims in the country. Islam is actually 
winning more converts from paganism 
than Christianity (seven to three, ac- 
cording to estimates). 

At first lagging behind their pagan 
brothers to the south, who gave little 
resistance to the impact of Western 
civilization from the coast, Muslim 
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leaders have more recently been copy- 
ing the methods of Christian mission- 
aries. In the south, Muslim mosques 
follow church architecture. “Muslims 
should emulate the educational policy 
of the Christians,” a Minister of Edu- 
cation, himself a Muslim, advised his 
people. Ahmadiyya Muslims have seen 
the importance of literature, and their 
weekly, The Truth, frequently crosses 
swords with the Christian monthly, 
African Challenge. 

Islam’s advance is helped largely 
through Christianity’s default in the 
nominally Christian south. Second- and 
third-generation Christians have been 
content to settle down. In a survey, 
“The Church and Islam in West Africa,” 
the Rev. J. S. Trimingham reported that 
Christians lacked missionary vision and 
the church was becoming static. 

Encroaching Western materialism has 
speeded up church decay along the 
coast, to the point where Christianity, 
equated with modern living, has be- 
come synonymous for license to many. 
The Bishop of Lagos, a Nigerian, has 
warned about the dangers of viewing 
television programs, beamed from 
Africa’s first television station, in west- 
ern Nigeria. As Christian standards 
have been lowered, church members 
have felt more free to continue pagan 
practices. 

With independence approaching, all 
this has been a challenge to those Ni- 
gerian Christians who have not bowed 
the knee to “Baal.” Over the past 
few weeks a group has been meeting 
in the federal capital to study the re- 
lations of the church in independent 
Nigeria. Led by Dr. G. Adeyemi Ade- 
mola, prominent son of the President of 
the Western House of Chiefs and 
brother of the Federal Chief Justice, 
the committee will look into the en- 
counter of the Christian faith with cus- 
toms, politics, and other national 
aspects, in the light of Scripture and 
church history. 

Similarly, independence has increased 
the sense of responsibility of northern 
Christians to reach unevangelized areas. 
This was reflected recently in a letter 
from the Association of Evangelical 
Churches of West Africa (ECWA), ad- 
dressed to the Field Council of the 
Sudan Interior Mission. 

“There are still places where the Gos- 
pel has not yet been told,” the General 
Church Council wrote. “We nationals 
intend to take the Gospel to these 
Places and have begun, but we are 
just like a needle in the ocean. 

“It is possible that some of you think 
your work is finished in this country. 
Not at all. The half has not yet been 
done. We still need you. The children 
have just begun to walk; they must 
be supported lest they fall and never 
rise again. 

“The main work still is to spread 
the Gospel. We also need teachers in 
Bible schools and other institutions. The 
heed for doctors and nurses is pressing. 
If there are those who feel the Lord’s 
call to this work with us, we will wel- 
Come them with open arms.” 

An inter-mission survey published 
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earlier this year by the missionary 


magazine, Africa Now, revealed that 
while the indigenous church was well 
established in the south, unevangelized 
stretches involving several million peo- 
ple still existed along the northern bor- 
der. In between these two extremes 
were unreached pockets and churches 
in varying degrees of development. 

While Christians watch with concern 
the situation in Congo and other parts 
of Africa, there is every prospect of 
continued Gospel opportunity in 
Nigeria. Although the dominant politi- 
cal power is Muslim, Nigerian Chris- 
tians have much to thank God for in 
national leadership. 

“IT try to live a clean Christian life 
as I have been doing since 1899,” says 
Sir Adesoji Aderemi, the first African 
Governor in the British Commonwealth, 
and direct descendant of the founder 
of Nigeria’s 6 million Yorubas. “I do 
not believe in fetish.” 

The Eastern Premier is a Methodist, 
the Western Premier an active Baptist, 
and the first African Governor-general 
may be Nigeria’s hero, Dr. Nnamdi 
Azikiwe, who has been sympathetic to 
Christian enterprise. Leader of the 
government opposition is a Bible-read- 
ing Methodist teetotaler, Chief Obafemi 
Awolowo. 

The task of evangelizing Africa’s most 
populous nation will only be properly 
completed as Nigerian Christians catch 
the vision that drove their early 
brothers 120 years ago to brave jungle 
and savanna dangers for Christ’s sake. 

In an independent Nigeria, Christian 
missions have not only an _ unprece- 
dented opportunity but also a serious 
responsibility to build up the church 
and train nationals to witness to the 
95 per cent still outside the Church of 
Christ. 

“The responsibility of bringing these 
teeming millions into the fold mainly 
rests on the shoulders of Nigerian evan- 
gelists, working side by side with their 
European and American colleagues,” 
Chief Awolowo said in a message to 
graduates of the Sudan Interior Mis- 
sion’s theological seminary. 

“I pray it may please God to em- 
ploy them as one of His most effective 
instruments for spreading the light of 
the Gospel into all the dark places of 
our beloved Nigeria.” 


Lacos, NIGERIA. 
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Children at Home 


4. An African Gospel Walk 
By Polly Lou 


VERY week the schoolboys would 

scatter out into the surrounding 
villages to hold meetings for the people, 
since there was no school or church at 
these places. Several of the mission- 
aries always went along. 

The day of our story, it was Dad’s turn 
to take the boys to a nearby village. 
Mother, Ted, and Sue went also. The 
group went singing down the forest 
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prayers and interest. Carver Bible Insti- 
tute serves in: Bible Institute Day and 
Night Schools; free Bible courses by 
mail; literature distribution. We enjoy: 
confidence of thousands of Negroes; 
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us be your agents in extending sound 
doctrine to our brethren of a minority 
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Write for FREE Copy of 
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Holding young people 
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footpath. The schoolboys were happy 
to be away from boarding school for a 
while, and kept everyone happy as they 
sang and told stories. 

Before too long, the voices of the vil- 
lage people could be heard in the dis- 
tance. “We are soon there,” said the 
African schoolboys. 

The footpath opened into a lovely 
forest clearing. The neatly swept yards 
and thatch-roofed houses glistened in 
the bright ‘sunshine. Every house 
seemed to have banana and papaw trees 
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close by it. And there were the green 
herb gardens to flavor the stews for the 
rice, and the mango and orange trees 
loaded with fruit. The coconut and oil 
palm trees rose high above the houses. 

“Isn’t it a lovely sight,” said Mother. 
“I wish we could just settle down here 
in this village and live.” 

The schoolboys and Dad started sing- 
ing the folk hymn, “Come to Jesus,” as 
they walked from house to house urging 
the people to come to the meeting. 

“*Come to Jesus’ is a good church 
bell,” said Mother smiling. “I hope the 
people will come to the meeting.” 

After a while the people did come to 
the veranda where the meeting was al- 
ways held. There was a hammock 
there, and since no one else seemed to 
want to sit in it, Mother walked over to 
sit down. “Please Ma,” said one of the 
schoolboys, “that is the leper man’s ham- 
mock. Better not sit there.” Mother 
smiled gratefully and sat on a nearby 
stool. And then they had the meeting. 

As the meeting closed, Mother said, “I 
wonder if they understood?” 

“God says, ‘My word shall not return 
unto me void,’” answered Dad. “We 
leave the meeting with God.” 

As the family turned to leave, a small 
flock of sheep came into the forest 
clearing. “Sheep, sheep,” called the 
schoolboys. 

“These cannot be sheep,” said Ted. 
“They have hair, and sheep grow wool. 
These are goats.” 

“Yes, they are sheep,” said the boys. 

Dad came over then and brought a pet 
goat to show the children the difference 
between African sheep and goats. The 
children found that both the sheep and 
goats in Africa have soft hair. 

Sue cried, “I know how to tell the 
difference. The sheep’s tails hang down 
and the goats carry their tails standing 
up.” At this, everyone laughed. 

“God is very wonderful,” said Dad. 
“In this hot sun, He knew the wool on 
sheep would never do. So, these sheep 
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Reprints of J. Edgar Hoover's 
Sunday School Article 


IMES readers will remember the 
excellent article, “The Role of the 
Sunday School,” published in the TIMEs, 
February 23, 1957, in which John Edgar 
Hoover, Director of the F.B.I., told why 
the Sunday school is needed today. 
This is available in reprint form and 
is suitable for neighborhood distribu- 
tion in membership drives, or in prep- 
aration for Rally Day or other special 
occasions. It is a message also suitable 
for pupils to take home to parents. 
The reprints are on a single sheet 
8% x 11 inches, with ample space on the 
reverse side for the imprint of your 
church or Sunday school and an invita- 
tion to your services. The modest cost 
makes possible a wide distribution. 
Copies may be had, postpaid, at 3 
cents each; 25 cents a dozen; $1.50 a 
hundred; $6 for five hundred; or $10 
a thousand. Address The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 N. 13th St., Phila- 
delphia 5. 





have cool coats.” Then, the sheep were 
allowed to continue on to their barn 
where they would be shut in for the 
night, safe from the prowling leopards, 

The village people took the visitors to 
the forest pathway and then good-bys 
were said and invitations to come again 
given. 

“I have a very happy feeling in my 
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“T was almost too 
Now, I’m 


heart,” said Mother. 
tired to walk to the village. 
not tired at all.” 

“That is the way God rewards us,” 
said Dad. “The joybells start ringing in 
our hearts when we go for a Gospel 
walk.” 

At that, the schoolboys began to sing, 
“Joybells, joybells, ringing in your 
heart,” and soon they were home. The 
full moon had come out and their mis- 
sion compound looked beautiful in the 
moonlight. 


we 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, October 16 


2. Service for Christ 
(Rom. 12:1; Matt. 20:28; 1 Tim. 1:12) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor and are 
used by permission. 

HIS week we are to consider the 
second cardinal principle of Chris- 
tian Endeavor, “Service for Christ.” It 
rightly follows the first principle, “Con- 
fession of Christ,” and the order should 
be strongly emphasized as this week’s 
topic is presented. 


se 


There has been much confusion and 
disappointment in efforts to serve Christ 
because of a failure to take into account 
that until we have accepted Christ as 
our Saviour and yielded our lives to 
Him, we cannot acceptably serve Him. 
We find the right order carefully stated 
in 1 Thessalonians 1:9, 10, where Paul 
refers to the Thessalonians as having 
“turned to God from idols to serve the 
living and true God; and to wait for his 
Son from heaven.” 


b 4 


Until a person has realized his need of 
Christ and has accepted Him as Saviour, 
God cannot possibly use that one except 
as He steps in by sovereign right and 
compels that individual to do His will. 
You will remember that He acted this 
way, as described in the Bible, in His 
dealings with certain heathen kings and 
nations, compelling them beyond their 
will and often beyond their knowledge 
to be His instruments. 


se 


But this is not God’s preferred way of 
dealing with man. He wants man will- 
ingly to serve and obey Him and to be 
instructed concerning His will. He tells 
us in Ephesians 2:10 that “we are his 
workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
unto good works. which God hath be- 
fore ordained that we should walk in 
them.” 

we 
In other words, God has designed our 


lives so that we may do the good works 
and service for which He knows we are 





best suited, and that will fill our lives 
with joy and satisfaction. What is 
more, He tells us, “If any of you lack 
wisdom, let him ask of God, that 
giveth to all men liberally, and up- 
braideth not; and it shall be given him” 
(Jas. 1:5). He not only has the plan for 
our service, but will reveal it to us if we 
will ask Him. 

Our part, then, is to go to Him day by 
day, seeking His will for service rather 
than plunging ahead trying to do this or 
that that we think may be service for 
Christ, and often running head-on into 
failure and discouragement because He 
cannot bless what we have chosen, and 
because we have not first found out 
what He wants us to do. 


ve 


It will be seen, therefore, that this 
second principle of Christian Endeavor 
is linked directly with the pledge which 
states, “Trusting in the Lord Jesus Christ 
for strength, I will strive to do whatever 
He would have me do.” It is linked 
also with the practice of the Morning 
Watch, which the Christian Endeavor 
movement has strongly emphasized, for 
it is in the Morning Watch that we find 
in God’s Word and in our prayer time 
the directions that we will need for the 
day and thus make sure that our service 
is what He would have us do. 
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A Winter 
Christian Fellowship Cruise 


F YOU have ever thought that, you 

would like to take a winter vacation, 
may we suggest that you consider a 
seventeen-day cruise that has been 
planned by the Sunday School Times 
Company. This is the second cruise 
of this kind and is prompted by the 
very excellent tour of last winter. You 
can be assured that in the company of 
other Christian people a delightful ex- 
perience awaits all who are able to go. 

The tour will leave New York on 
Monday, January 30, 1961, and will re- 
turn to New York on Thursday, Feb- 
ruary 16. The Canadian Pacific’s SS 
Empress of England, a magnificent 
25,500-ton, 640-foot-long steamer, will 
be the floating hotel for the cruise. 
Throughout the steamer there is space 
for enjoyment. There are excellent 
rooms for public relaxation situated here 
and there in the five-passenger-deck 
steamer, which is equipped with outdoor 
and indoor swimming pools and prom- 
enade decks, with abundant reclining 
deck chairs for the comfort of all who 
travel. 

Flying fish will be seen on the way 
to the colorful, tropical waters of the 
Caribbean. You will race the sun 
southward, leaving inclement weather 
behind. 

The islands of the West Indies are 
fascinating, and the cruise will include 
stops at eight ports: St. Thomas, Vir- 
gin Islands; Port-de-France, Martinique; 
La Guaira, Venezuela, with a run into 
Caracas; Curacao, Netherlands West 
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FORGOTTEN - 
RELATIVES 


“If don’t know each other person- 
ally is never mind. But the ghost of our 
Lord unites us as one family.” 


This was the sentiment, expressed 
in a letter, by a Hebrew Christian mother 
in Israel, whom we helped in her desperate 
plight. Her English may have been faulty 
but-not her idea of Christian brotherhood. 


There are many Jewish believers in 
Christ in Israel, Poland, Hungary, Ger- 
many, and indeed across the face of the 
earth, who need our understanding, love, 
and encouragement. We seek to help these 
“our forgotten relatives” that they may 
not perish under crushing burdens beyond 
endurance, 

Our teams of dedicated workers 
preach the Gospel of Salvation and min- 
ister lovingly so that none of these should 
perish for whom Christ died. 

Will you help us in this sacred 
task? Your loving and generous help is 
most urgently needed. 

Write tor free copy of the most 
challenging, informative and heartwarming 
missionary publication, ISRAEL MY 
GLORY. 

THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL 
Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 
Dr. Victor Buksbazen, General Secretary 
1218-S Chestnut St., Philadelphia 7, Pa. 
Canada: Rev. Bruce Millar 
1066 Avenue Road, Toronto 12, Ontario 
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by J. B. Rowell, Th.D. 
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and comprehensive study 
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NIGERIA'S 
INDEPENDENCE 


HOW DOES 
IT AFFECT 
MISSIONS? 





Right from Nigeria’s capital , 

AFRICA NOW brings a special, 
illustrated report on indepen= 

dence and missions. Send for free copy. 


| SUDAN INTERIOR MISSION Dept. SS 
164 W. 74th St., New York 23, N. Y. 

| 405 Huron St., Toronto 5, Ontario 

| Beginning with the Nigerian Independence 

| issue, please send me AFRICA NOW and 
your other free publications regularly. 
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Indies; Cartagena, Colombia; Cristobal, 
Canal Zone; Kingston, Jamaica; Port- 
au-Prince, Haiti. Sightseeing tours have 
been arranged and are included in the 
cost at six of these ports, and all that 
is worth seeing will be visited. 

A director of the Sunpay ScHOOL 
Times, Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, and Mrs. 
Jaeger, will be with the cruise through- 
out, as they have on many other Chris- 
tian Fellowship Tours to Alaska and 
the Hawaiian Islands. If interested, 
write to Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, The Sun- 
day School Times Company, 325 N. 13th 
St., Philadelphia 5, Pa., and a circular 
giving all details and costs will be sent 
to you. 
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Worship 








By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


October 10 to 16 


Mon.—Deuteronomy 33:26-29. 
God Our Dwelling Place. 
PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: “The eternal 
God is thy refuge, and underneath are 
the everlasting arms: and he shall thrust 
out the enemy from before thee; and 
shall say, Destroy them.” What was 
thus written for Israel, is also for our 
profit. God deals the same with all 
His believing people. Hide yourself in 
God, make Him your refuge and 
strength. Your wicked Adversary 
watches for every advantage to over- 
take you. Multitudes throw themselves 
open to dangerous Satanic attacks by 
not living in the Word, and by not 
keeping the prayer line of communi- 
cation in daily use. Keep yourself so 
that the Wicked One cannot touch you. 
Pray for Young Life Campaign, Colo- 
rado Springs, Colo. 


Tues—Psalm 4. 
The Blessedness of Trust. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “I will both lay 
me down in peace, and sleep: for thou, 
Lord, only makest me dwell in safety.” 
Rest in the Lord, and wait quietly for 
Him. It is better to trust in the Lord 
than to have confidence in man. The 
arm of flesh will fail you, but when 
God’s arms are underneath you are 
safe. Note the different kinds of trials 
mentioned by the Psalmist in verses 
1, 2, 6, 7. Take all your troubles to 
the Lord and leave them with Him. 
Pray for Christ’s Home for Children 
and Aged Missionaries, Warminster, Pa. 


Wed.—Psalm 26. Trust and Integrity. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Judge me, O 
Lord; for I have walked in mine integ- 
rity: I have trusted also in the Lord; 
therefore I shall not slide.” A life of 
trust and truth results in lasting good. 


fea 
s 


Keep a conscience void of offense tp. 
ward God and man. This _ insure 
inward peace in all the annoying diffi. 
culties of life. Ask the Lord to ex. 
amine you. Do you measure up to 
verses 1-12? If you rest upon the 
foundation of God’s promises and your 
heart is right with God, you will have 
peace and power. Pray for Chicago 
Bible Society, Chicago. 


Thurs.—Matthew 4:1-11. 
Trusting When Tempted 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Thou shalt wor. 
ship the Lord thy God, and him only 
shalt thou serve.” Adhere to God’s will 
It is the soul’s safety in temptations, 
Adam fell by ignoring the will of God 
The Last Adam, our Lord Jesus Christ, 
stood by obeying the Word of God 
Most church people seem to go more 
by luck than by God’s Book. Stand 
on God’s Word: obey it, and you will 
be safe from falling and failing. You 
are the servant of whom you obey, 
Pray for the American Scripture Gift 
Mission, Philadelphia. 


Fri—Psalm 91:1-12. 
The Fearlessness of Trust, 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Thou shalt not 
be afraid for the terror by night; nor 
for the arrow that flieth by day.” The 
Devil operates against God’s people 
night and day. Darkness gives him 
opportunities to frighten and fret us, 
and to get us in his net. Daylight 
finds him shooting at us from some 
hidden spot. Let the Lord be your 
refuge and strength and your present 
help in trouble. Live in the Word, 
continue in prayer and keep working 
for the salvation of sinners and for the 
upbuilding of God’s people. Satan fears 
nothing more than your obedient trust 
in the Lord. Pray for the Orinoco 
River Mission, Venezuela. 


Sat—Psalm 121. The God of Our Trust. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “My help cometh 
from the Lord, which made heaven 
and earth.” Do you know God? Many 
know much about God, who do not 
really know Him. George Mueller 
turned a friend of mine from Modern- 
ism to faith by saying these five words: 
“I’m glad I know God.” It is a grand 
thing to be able to say, “I know whom 
I have believed.” Rest all your weight 
upon God and He will sustain you. 
It is better to put trust in the Lord 
than to put confidence in the greatest 
of men. Pray for the South America 
Indian Mission, West Palm Beach, Fla. 


Sun.—Psalm 16. The Blessings of Trust. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “The lines are 
fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, 
I have a goodly heritage.” God never 
disappoints those who put their trust 
in Him. Keep the Lord always before 
you. Have Him always at your right 
hand and you will never be confounded. 
Then God will bless you, instruct you, 
and keep you filled with love, joy, 
and peace. Your pathway will then 
be lighted all the way home to Glory. 
God never forsakes a trusting soul. 
Pray for Radio Station ELWA, Mon 
rovia, Liberia. 
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